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The following is abridged from remarks shared at a community prayer
vigil held at the Fairview Brethren in
Christ Church, Englewood, Ohio, on
Friday night, Jan. 11.

W e are here this evening to pray
f o r peace. O u r p u r p o s e is not to
d e b a t e politics, nor the theology of
war. O u r p u r p o s e is to seek G o d , to
present o u r petitions to him, and to
c o m m i t ourselves to the outworking
of his will o n earth.
Let us not forget that the Almighty
is able by the p h e n o m e n a of nature
to c h a n g e the intentions of men, or
to f r u s t r a t e their plans. But we must
also keep in mind the m a n y times
w h e n G o d entrusts to his people the
p e r f o r m a n c e of his will and his
plans. G o d does not usually strike
d e a d the armies poised for war, nor
swallow t h e m u p in a suddenlycreated chasm. But he has already
called us to be peacemakers. In
o r d e r f o r people to be m a k e r s of
peace, certain attitudes and behaviors must prevail. I w a n t to talk
a b o u t those attitudes and behaviors.
H o w can we be i n s t r u m e n t s by
which G o d can work answers to o u r
prayers f o r peace?
In the first c h a p t e r of Colossians,
we read of the s u p r e m a c y of Jesus
Christ, a n d the primary place which
G o d the F a t h e r has given to Jesus.
In this context we read that the
F a t h e r reconciled all things to himself by Jesus w h o made peace through
his blood shed on the cross. M a k i n g
p e a c e — t h r o u g h a cross! P e a c e m a k ers, take note of the suggestion. A
c o m m o n l y - h e a r d expression in the
last decade or two is "peace t h r o u g h
strength," which has been used to
m e a n the swords of m o d e r n warfare.
This is not a new idea—it's as old as

Samuel M. Brubaker is a physician living
in Arcanum, Ohio, and is a member of the
Fairview congregation in Englewood. He
has served on the Social Action Committee
of the National Association of Evangelicals.
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the p r o b l e m of war. But here we
have the statement that our Lord
made peace through his cross!
W h a t is meant by this peace which
Jesus made? First, it means peace of
the individual sinner with God. Without a d o u b t that's what Jesus did. In
R o m a n s 5:1 we read that we have
peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ; and several verses later
we read that we, while we were God's
enemies, were reconciled to God by
the death of his Son. Also in 2 Corinthians 5:18 we read that G o d reconciled us to himself through
Christ.
There can be n o mistaking the message: Jesus m a d e peace with God f o r
m a n k i n d w h o was at enmity with
G o d . And the instrument of that
peacemaking—that atonement—was
the cross.
But as p r o f o u n d and wonderful as
this t r u t h is, it is not the o n l y — n o t
the complete—peace m a d e on the
cross by Jesus. The Scriptures indicate that G o d had an additional gift
to o f f e r m a n k i n d — p e a c e a m o n g
men. W h e n the angels a n n o u n c e d
the birth of the Babe in Bethlehem,

they declared glory (praise) to God
in heaven, and on earth peace. They
did not say peace between men and
God; they said peace on earth.
N o w some may say, it can't be
that Jesus was actually making peace
a m o n g men because it hasn't yet
happened. Oh, yes, it has been happening. In untold homes and c o m munities and in relations between
nations—whenever people have been
relating h a r m o n i o u s l y , peace has
been happening. Let us remember
that the a t o n e m e n t is not negated by
the fact that the majority of m a n kind has sadly not availed themselves of that gracious offer. By a
similar line of reasoning, it follows
that the potential of Jesus' cross for
peace a m o n g men is not negated by
the sad fact that over the centuries,
many h u m a n s have not appropriated
the work of the cross to their conduct of h u m a n relationships. We
need also to consider Ephesians 2,
where we read quite explicitly that
Jesus' b l o o d — t h a t is, his cross—
brought reconciliation to one of history's greatest h u m a n animosities,

H e made
Race
through his
Cross
by Samuel M. Brubaker
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when he b r o u g h t Gentiles into fellowship with Jews:
F o r he himself is o u r peace,
w h o has m a d e the t w o one, and
had destroyed the barrier, the
dividing wall of hostility . . .
His p u r p o s e was to create in
himself one new m a n out of the
two, thus m a k i n g peace, and in
this one b o d y to reconcile b o t h
of t h e m to G o d t h r o u g h the
cross by which he put to death
their hostility.
Here we find, in the same
sentence,
the t w o i d e a s — t h a t t h r o u g h the
cross, Jesus reconciled men to G o d
a n d , t h r o u g h t h a t same cross, to one
another.
W h y are people then—even Christ i a n s — s o p r o n e to accept only a half
definition of the peace that Jesus
m a d e on the cross? F o r one thing, it
seems to be m u c h easier—much less
costly—to acknowledge peace with
G o d . F o r peace with G o d , we simply
accept J e s u s ' work on the cross. W e
receive a t o n e m e n t w i t h o u t first
changing o u r behavior (although the
new birth will result in changed

values and behaviors). O n the other
h a n d , reconciliation with earthly
enemies is a goal toward which we
must play a key role, often a long
and painful effort. Jesus called it
bearing the cross. We quickly perceive the costliness of a c c e p t i n g
J e s u s ' cross as a model f o r peacem a k i n g , so we turn back f r o m that
aspect of its m e a n i n g and acknowledge the cross only as an instrument
of a t o n e m e n t f o r sin.
Is the cross of Jesus actually something more t h a n the instrument of
a t o n e m e n t ? Is it actually a model f o r
h u m a n attitudes and behaviors? Is it
the s t a n d a r d of ethics to which Jesus
calls people? Of course, we recognize
that we c a n n o t , by crossbearing,
receive a t o n e m e n t f o r sin. Truly, as
the instrumecnt of atonement, Jesus'
bearing of the cross was unique, an
act in which we c a n n o t imitate him.
Nevertheless, Jesus clearly taught
that his followers were to bear the
cross!
Jesus explained the idea by relating it to denial of self—the living of
o u r lives by values other t h a n self-

The resurrection of
Jesus vindicates
everything Jesus
said and did, and
transforms the
suffering of the
cross into wonderful triumph.
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interest. He sends us a m o n g h u m a n ity as the F a t h e r had sent h i m — t o
express to enemies a redeeming love
that would reconcile the relationship. Paul teaches us that we should
not seek revenge of wrongs against
us ( R o m . 12:19), and that we should
display humility and servanthood
according to Jesus' e x a m p l e (Phil.
2). Peter admonishes that we should
follow Christ's example in accepting
insult without retaliation, in accepting suffering without counter threat
(1 Peter 2:21-23). Jesus even goes so
f a r as to tell us in the S e r m o n on the
M o u n t , "Love y o u r enemies and
pray f o r those persecute you, that
you may be sons of y o u r F a t h e r in
h e a v e n " ( M a t t . 5:44-45). A n d in his
model prayer, Jesus teaches us to
petition God to forgive us as we forgive those who have offended us (see
M a t t h e w 6:12, TEV). Jesus' words
m a k e it clear that love f o r others,
even enemies, is an obligatory result
of our new relationship to God, if
not a prerequisite.
T h e key to crossbearing t o w a r d
enemies is the love of G o d spread
t h r o u g h o u t o u r lives by the Holy
Spirit. Persons w h o have accepted
the a t o n e m e n t of Jesus' cross, now
reborn by the Holy Spirit and living
with new attitudes and behaviors,
can bear the cross in pursuit of
reconciliation with enemies. In this
expression of love, they discover
that the cross is a powerful tool f o r
p e a c e m a k i n g — m o r e powerful t h a n
the sword. F o r the sword achieves
not peace but suppression, with the
enmity left to smolder until it erupts
once again in violence. In contrast,
the cross does not return evil f o r evil,
b u t overcomes evil with g o o d , thereby working reconciliation and peace.
F u r t h e r m o r e , crossbearing is as rewarding as it is costly, a l t h o u g h at
times it may be very costly. The way
of the cross brings beautiful a n d rich
rewards as it causes us to live beyond
selfishness, beyond anger and res e n t m e n t , b e y o n d vindictiveness,
and helps us to m a i n t a i n or restore
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relationships m u c h more effectively
t h a n does the carnal way of unregenerate m a n .
The peacemaking potential
of the cross
How does crossbearing affect
people's attitudes and behaviors to
serve the cause of peace? Let me suggest five ways.
First, crossbearing is communication. Jesus discusses this in M a t thew, chapters 5 and 18. H o w desperately we need to develop the
willingness to c o m m u n i c a t e to others when they have caused us hurt;
or listen to t h e m when they m a k e
k n o w n to us ways we have offended
them. H o w great is o u r need f o r
skills to c o m m u n i c a t e in ways that
ease rather t h a n inflame the conflict.
H o w m a n y persons in o u r society, or
h o w m a n y Christians in particular,
have taken any training or d o n e specific reading to prepare themselves
to c o m m u n i c a t e helpfully in the context of conflict? The cross m a k e s
c o m m u n i c a t i o n respectful, not vindictive. It encourages the other side
to express its views.
Secondly, crossbearing seeks reconciliation.
Absence of violence is
not peace. The peacemaker w h o uses
the way of the cross seeks to repair
and reestablish a satisfactory relationship. H a r m o n y , not silence, is
the goal of the crossbearing peacemaker.
Crossbearing also is concerned
a b o u t others' needs. It is interested
in good outcomes f o r the other side
as well as f o r itself. T h a t is why it will
negotiate, long and tediously if need
be, to find a solution where b o t h
parties win, rather t h a n settle f o r a
battle in which one eventually triu m p h s and the other is defeated.
Outcomes where b o t h sides win are
likely to result in restored relationships. In contrast, a w i n / l o s e outcome produces anger a n d resentment which plague b o t h winner and
loser long after the fighting has
ceased.
A f o u r t h element of crossbearing
is servanthood.
It goes the second
mile to return g o o d f o r evil. It gives
of itself in loving service in pursuit of
restoring the relationship. It overEvangelical Visitor

comes evil with g o o d . Acts of kindness m a y well soften the hard heart
of a n enemy. M o s t certainly, violence will not. S e r v a n t h o o d is also
an excellent m e a n s of maintaining
h a r m o n i o u s relationships, thereby
preventing the deterioration of relationships into selfishness, jealousy,
hostility, and violence.
Finally, crossbearing accepts suffering, if need be, rather than inflicting it. This is in s h a r p constrast to
"peacekeeping" which depends on
the sword. In accepting suffering,
the crossbearer is not defeated. He
m a y well thereby gain the a d m i r a tion of his hardened antagonist and
achieve reconciliation and peace. If
not, the derision by the enemy of the
perceived weakness of the crossbearer
still does not accurately describe the
peacemaker. This is not a calling to
weakness—it is a challenge to d e m o n s t r a t e great strength. D o we not
a d m i r e a n d revere the m a r t y r s of the
ages w h o chose to die rather than to
kill? A n d in considering the possibility that if all the other steps fail,
suffering a n d even death may be the
lot of the crossbearer, is this any
m o r e dismal t h a n the risk incurred
by those w h o take the sword?
The peacemaking power of
the resurrection
T h e resurrection of Jesus vindicates everything Jesus said and did,
and t r a n s f o r m s the suffering of the
cross into w o n d e r f u l t r i u m p h . Even
if the crossbearer suffers u n t o d e a t h ,
he is not defeated, and his enemy
m a y well be w o n over as a result of
the overwhelming d e m o n s t r a t i o n of
love. D o we believe that? H o w d o we
regard the death of Stephen recorded
in Acts 7—as a sorry defeat o r a
glorious victory? By bearing the cross
even to death, Stephen contributed
to the conversion of Saul, a f t e r
which the c h u r c h enjoyed a time of
peace. W h a t a victory f o r Stephen!
T h e p o w e r of Jesus' resurrection
not only t r a n s f o r m s the suffering
a n d d e a t h of the crossbearer. It also
e n e r g i z e s his living, c a u s i n g his
c o m m u n i c a t i o n , his reconciliatory
efforts, his interest in others' good,
a n d his s e r v a n t h o o d all to c o m b i n e
into a powerful force f o r peace.
March 1991

Why are people—
even Christians—
so prone to accept
only a half
definition of the
peace that Jesus
made on the cross?

skills served well the cause of peace.
Although hardships were inflicted
on N o r w a y by the Nazi state, and
there were occasional outbursts of
violence, the resistance by school
teachers and church leaders was
mostly non-violent. It stands as an
example of h o w non-military means
can withstand severe repression and
battle a t y r a n n o u s government into
a stalemate. M o h a n d a s G a n d h i and
M a r t i n L u t h e r King have d e m o n strated the power of suffering nonviolence to bring a b o u t m a j o r change
in large societies, changes which
served the cause of peace. The postWorld W a r II Marshall Plan, in
which the United States ceased its
belligerence toward nations and lent
t h e m a helping hand in their reconstruction, was a service f o r the good
of others on a n international scale,
and helped cement a firm friendship
between nations which previously
fought two great wars. W o u l d peace
not be more likely if o u r nation's
military budget were used f o r f u n d ing international development and
h u m a n i t a r i a n efforts all a r o u n d the
world? W h o could deny the impact
f o r peace if the United States spent
its hundreds of billions in such ways?

But he continued to preach Christ
crucified as the power and the wisd o m of G o d . F o r even the foolishness of God is wiser t h a n man's wisd o m , and even the weakness of God
is stronger than man's strength.
But what a b o u t those enemies
w h o seem to understand only the
sword? M u s t we not respond with
the sword in order to restrain them?
M o r e o v e r , some observe that the
concept of crossbearing is a high
ideal, r e a s o n a b l e as the ethical
s t a n d a r d f o r o u r personal lives, but
certainly not applicable to international relations.
In response, I would note that this
assertion is not necessarily true; it
certainly has not been adequately
tested in the arenas of international
relations. But there are certainly
examples of statesmen whose c o m m i t m e n t to avoid war and whose
communication and negotiating

This brings us back finally to consider what we can d o f o r peace, and
the reason f o r which we are here
tonight. H o w might we be useable
by G o d to bring a b o u t the peace f o r
which we are beseeching him? It is
f o r us to recommit ourselves to G o d
by accepting the atoning work of the
cross, so that as reborn people we
can then live all of life by the w o n derfully satisfying and peaceable way
of the cross. Then our friends and
neighbors will see and hear a b o u t
this better way of living. T h e n we
can encourage t h e m to d o likewise.
We can c o m m u n i c a t e to o u r leaders
o u r request that they refrain f r o m
military action to resolve conflict. A
multitude of such messages could
have a great impact on the o u t c o m e
of the present crisis. Let us pray that
o u r elected officials will choose not
the sword but the cross. A n d as we
keep on praying, let us continue to
send t h e m the message that the cross
is the better and stronger way to
m a k e peace.
•

But you may wonder, isn't all this
talk a b o u t making peace by the cross
so idealistic that it's useless in this
evil world? W h y waste o u r time
advocating use of the cross instead
of the sword? This is a tough world.
However, o u r Lord m a d e it clear
that he was teaching a way of life
intended f o r the t o u g h times. He
even likened those w h o choose not
to live out his S e r m o n on the M o u n t
to a m a n choosing to build a house
on sand. The apostle Paul acknowledged that the preaching of the cross
was regarded as foolishness by some,
and was a stumblingblock to others.
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Footwashing
in an
age of
clean
feet
by David Zercher

Since m o s t ministers are a s k e d —
at least once in a while—to preach
"children's s e r m o n s , " most ministers
have in their libraries b o o k s such as
Fifty Object Lessons for
Children.
B o o k s like t h a t are legion. U n f o r t u nately, b o o k s like that quickly go
o u t of date, f o r the very objects
w h i c h p r o v i d e d enlightening a n d
clever analogies yesterday often fail
to d o so t o d a y . Object lessons, to
w o r k as they should, need to c o m municate. They need to be relevant.
R e l e v a n c e — p r e c i s e l y the a r g u m e n t I used as a y o u n g s t e r to try to
escape a n n u a l f o o t w a s h i n g services
at the N a p p a n e e Brethren in Christ
C h u r c h . T o me, it j u s t didn't seem
very relevant. W h a t with H u s h P u p pies a n d c o t t o n socks o n o u r feet—
n o t t o m e n t i o n D e s e n e x in o u r
closets—I figured there just had to
be a better object lesson t h a n the one
spelled out in J o h n 13. Say, f o r
example, shining the saints' shoes.
Alas, I never could convince my
p a s t o r to u p d a t e Jesus' object lesson;
a n d n o w , twenty years later, I can't
even convince myself. S o let m e — a
David Zercher is minister of pastoral care
of the Grantham (Pa.) Brethren in Christ
Church.
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footwashing convert—suggest three
reasons why this "obsolete a n d irrelevant" practice provides f o r us
just w h a t we need at the end of the
twentieth century. 1
First of all, f o o t w a s h i n g p u / s us in
touch with Jesus, w h o he was, and
what he was like. Each year, as I
introduce a Passion Week Tenebrae
service at Messiah College, I encourage all w h o attend to use their
imaginations as the Passion narratives are read. I encourage them to
"see" Jesus so they might empathize
m o r e fully with him. "Use your
m i n d s , " I say. "Imagine the setting.
Imagine Jesus."
T h e w o r k of imagining, however,
is not easy. It's especially difficult in
a video-oriented culture which leaves
so very little to o u r shrinking imaginations. That's why d r a m a t i c recreations, like footwashing, are such
effective teaching tools. In washing
one a n o t h e r ' s feet, we not only hear
w h a t Jesus said, we actually J o what
Jesus did.
In a sense, we wash one another's
feet f o r the same reason that Civil
W a r buffs dress in costumes and
reenact battles. A less interested person might ask: " W h y waste so m u c h
time a n d m o n e y on something so

meaningless? W h y not just read
a b o u t the war or look at some pictures?" T o Civil W a r buffs, however,
reenacting battles is not meaningless
at all, for it helps them experience
what the Civil W a r was like, perhaps
not perfectly, but better. In the same
way, f o o t w a s h i n g helps us d o what
Jesus did and feel what Jesus felt,
with the intended result of m a k i n g
us more like him.
F o o t w a s h i n g puts us in touch
with Jesus. It also puts us in touch
with people. There are m a n y ways to
serve people, and the ways in which
we d o that will vary according to our
gifts. S o m e of us will encourage,
others will teach, still others will
administer. Regardless of our gifts,
however, we must never forget o u r
reason f o r receiving t h e m and using
them: people.
S o m e of us, however, are scared
of people; w e l l say things like, "111
give m o n e y to
, but
d o n ' t expect me to w o r k there."
Others of us aren't so m u c h scared of
people as we're t o o busy f o r them.
F o r people like us, Dietrich Bonhoeffer has these candid words:
[One service that
we]should
perform for another in a Christian community is that of active
helpfulness
. . . , simple assistance in trifling,
external
matters. There is a multitude of
these things wherever
people
live together. Nobody
is too
good for the meanest
service.
One who worries about the loss
of time that such petty,
outward acts of helpfulness
entail
is usually taking the
importance of his own career too
solemnly.2
T h o s e are good words f o r harried
people, people w h o are sometimes
so preoccupied by w o r t h y activities
they forget the reason why. F o o t washing is likewise a n effective reminder. By putting us in t o u c h with
people—in a very literal sense—
f o o t w a s h i n g reminds us that o u r
tasks are never m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n
the people we've been called to serve.
A third reason f o r c o n t i n u i n g the
practice of f o o t w a s h i n g in a n age of
clean feet is its leveling power. In
other words, f o o t w a s h i n g puts us in
Evangelical Visitor

touch with humility. It helps us see
that we're all one in Christ and that,
as we stand before him, we're all
standing on equal g r o u n d .
F o r J e s u s ' disciples, footwashing
was a humiliating task. They would
never have considered washing one
a n o t h e r ' s feet, f o r that was the w o r k
of slaves. Jesus, however, wanted his
disciples to learn humility, and what
better way to d o t h a t t h a n to ask
t h e m to d o something humiliating?
T w o t h o u s a n d years later, humiliation remains a very real part of
f o o t w a s h i n g , t h o u g h t o d a y we feel it
m o r e keenly o n the other side of the
basin. As we allow others to wash
o u r feet, we humiliate ourselves,
e x p o s i n g a part of ourselves that we
typically hide. W e take off o u r shoes,
a n d — h o r r o r s ! — w e let people see
a n d even t o u c h a p a r t of o u r bodies
we'd rather keep stuffed in o u r shoes.
One Mennonite a u t h o r has expressed
quite colorfully this aspect of f o o t -

washing: " T o have your feet washed
by a n o t h e r feels too much like being
caught by surprise in the b a t h t u b .
It's a n exposure of something private in a setting (the church) where
we are little accustomed to share our
peculiarities or to reveal o u r true
selves.
Few people have any pride associated with their feet. F o r most of
us—with o u r callouses, corns and
k n o b b y toes—it's just the opposite.
Therefore, as we take off o u r shoes
a n d stockings, we're really saying to
one a n o t h e r : "I k n o w I'm not perfect, but, t h r o u g h Jesus, God has
m a d e me acceptable in his sight.
Moreover, he's given me sisters and
brothers—like y o u — w h o accept me
with all m y bodily imperfections and
spiritual flaws."
It takes courage to m a k e a statement like that, a lot m o r e courage
t h a n it would take to shine one
another's shoes. Perhaps that's why

most Brethren in Christ churches
have poorly attended footwashing
services or, worse yet, no footwashing services at all. Nonetheless, I've
rarely heard a n y o n e w h o has actually participated in footwashing say
t h e y were d i s a p p o i n t e d by t h e
experience.
Which just goes to show: f o o t washing is one a n t i q u a t e d object lesson well worth keeping.
•

1
One argument which I won't offer here is Jesus'
command to "wash one another's feet" (John
13:14). While the Brethren in Christ have long
interpreted this command in the literal sense, it's
evident that many interpreters of the Bible have
done otherwise. The literal versus figurative question, while worthy of discussion, lies outside the
scope of this article.
2
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together (New York:
Harper and Row, 1954), p. 99.
3
Credit for both this quote and the idea of footwashing as a humiliating act goes to Ken Holderman, Jr., "Of Shoes and Service," Gospel Herald,
7 March 1989, p. 162.

Sending significant signals
by Jerel Book
I stopped by a local nursing h o m e to visit a very ill
g r a n d m o t h e r , and f o u n d the w o m a n ' s daughter massaging her mother's feet. As we shared in conversation, the
d a u g h t e r told us the story:
While she was waiting f o r a n a p p o i n t m e n t one day, she
was playing the word g a m e " h a n g m a n " with her sevenyear-old son J o n a t h a n . (In this g a m e you guess letters to
fill in b l a n k s and try to guess t h e m all before being
" h a n g e d " — h a v i n g y o u r stick figure d r a w n completely
u n d e r the h a n g m a n ' s noose.) Her first guessing challenge
f o r her son was the phrase, " D a d ' s great!" He eventually
guessed it, and she next decided to use the phrase " G o d is
g o o d . " She told J o n a t h a n it was three words.
Before guessing a n y letters, J o n a t h a n said, "I k n o w
w h a t it is." A n d then he correctly guessed it: " G o d is
good."
Very surprised, his m o t h e r asked, " Y o u guessed that
w i t h o u t k n o w i n g a n y of the letters! H o w could you
possibly have k n o w n that I was thinking of the words
' G o d is good*?"
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In his seven-year-old way, he replied, " 'Cause I k n o w
that you're really into that kind of stuff."
As she told us the story, it was evident that she was
t h a n k f u l her son was picking up that sort of signal f r o m
her. She was t h a n k f u l that praise and a n attitude of
appreciation f o r God's goodness was being received and
understood by her son.
What kind of signals are you and I sending?
In light of God's great goodness and love t o w a r d us,
what signals are we sending at h o m e a n d in the m a r k e t place? "I will extol the Lord at all times; his praise will
always be on my lips," says the writer of Psalm 34.
W h e n G o d sent Jesus to be o u r Savior, he sent the
most significant signal of all.

Jerel Book pastors the Mount Pleasant Brethren in Christ Church
near Mount Joy, Pa. The mother who told him the story is Martha
Starr, director of Christian education for the Lancaster Brethren in
Christ Church.
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When you fast.
Talking to yourself, some folks
say, is a sign of an addled mind,
perhaps a symptom of senility. I
must confess that I do talk to myself
occasionally—muse out loud, ask
myself questions. Even worse, sometimes I find myself answering my
own questions. For example, when I
sat down to express some thoughts
on fasting, a rather pointed question
popped into my head. Let me show
you what I mean.
First of all, why an article on fasting?
Isn't fasting pretty much a Catholic
practice ? Certainly it isn't part of the
A nabaptist tradition.
It's true that we Anabaptists have
given hardly any attention to fasting.
But sometimes we forget that our
own religious tradition sprang from
spiritual soil which was centuries
old. As we sift through that soil, we
find that the practice of fasting has
an honored place as a spiritual discipline. Like any religious practice,
fasting can be misused and abused.
The early Anabaptists objected to
fasting partly because some religious
groups had made it a legalistic practice; the spiritual value of fasting had
become bankrupt.

What does the Bible say about it?
Fasting isn't really biblical, is it?
Fasting is biblical. The list of
those who practiced fasting is impressive: Moses, David, Elijah, Esther,
Anna, Paul, and Jesus himself. HowKenneth Gibble, afreelance author, is also
a Church of the Brethren pastor living in
Arlington, Va.
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ever, fasting is not an exclusively
biblical discipline. All the major religions of the world include some
form of fasting.
Throughout the Old and New
Testaments, fasting refers to abstaining from food for spiritual purposes.
It is not the same as a hunger strike,
which aims at influencing public or
government opinion. Fasting is also
different from dieting, which is done
for physical well-being. Biblical fasting centers on spiritual purposes,
although it is a mistake to separate
our spiritual self from our physical
and social selves. For example, the
Gospels tell us that Jesus fasted for
forty days in the wilderness. The
temptations that he underwent during that time were physical and spiritual. The devil uged Jesus to turn
stones into bread. But Jesus recognized that physical hunger can never
be separated from spiritual wellbeing. His answer to this temptation
was that none of us lives by bread
alone.

Okay, fasting was practiced in Bible
times, but isn't it true that there is no
direct biblical commandment to fast?
If you are looking for an explicit
commandment that we should fast,
either in the Old Testament or by
Jesus, you will not find one. But in
the sixth chapter of Matthew's Gospel, we find Jesus discussing the subject. He takes it for granted that giving, praying, and fasting are all an
important part of the life of faith.
We have no more reason to exclude
fasting f r o m our Lord's teaching
than we do giving or praying. Jesus
seemed to make the assumption that

his followers would fast and what
they needed was some instruction on
how to do it properly.

You're making a pretty good case
for fasting, but surely you will admit
there are some dangers associated
with it.
Yes indeed. And perhaps the biggest danger is that of spiritual pride.
Remember the story Jesus told about
the Pharisee who went to the temple
to pray? He reminded God that he
tithed his income and fasted twice a
week. Jesus came down hard on fasting that called attention to itself.
When you fast, do not look
somber as the hypocrites do,
for they disfigure their faces to
show men they are fasting
(Matthew 6:16).
You and I rightly are repelled by
people who call attention to their
own goodness. When you fast, Jesus
said, (and notice he did not say //you
fast, but when you fast), don't advertise it. Do it without acting like some
kind of religious martyr and without
regarding yourself as a better Christian, a more spiritually mature person, than those who do not fast.
God, who knows the secrets of your
heart, will reward you, and that will
be sufficient.
Legalism about fasting can also be
a spiritual danger, although this is
not a serious problem for those of us
who grew up in a home or a church
where fasting was not practiced.
When we fast, we should do so
because we have freely chosen to
fast, not because someone says we
must.
Finally, fasting—especially extendEvangelical Visitor

by Kenneth L. Gibble
ed fasting—can be physically dangerous to people with certain health
conditions, such as diabetes and
heart disease. Pregnant women and
children should not fast. For adults
in good health, however, fasting is
not dangerous; in fact, it can be an
aid to better physical condition. But
remember that any such benefit is
merely a side effect. Fasting is not
dieting.

All right, you've given the biblical
case for fasting and warned against
some of the problems with fasting,
but let's be practical. What are the
benefits of fasting?Maybe this is the
perennial North A merican question,
but why should I fast? What's in it
for me?
When I have fasted, the chief
benefit for me was what I did with
the time usually spent eating a meal.
I used that time for reading and meditation. But there was another benefit
that was more subtle. Because the
fasting I engaged in was frequently
done in conjunction with a study
a b o u t world hunger, my own small
discomforts at missing a meal were
reminders that many people in the
world live constantly with such discomfort and that, for others, hunger
leads to malnutrition and death.
Writing about her own experience
with fasting, a Presbyterian pastor,
Glenda Hope, has noted that when
she began to fast, she quickly questioned its value. Then she made a
discovery.
What suddenly came clear was
the strong feeling that I was
entitled to eat whenever the
least bit hungry. Clearly, it
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would not endanger my health
to go 24 hours without food.
. . . No, the feeling of entitlement was the key. For most
of us, immediately available
food is not regarded as a gift
but as a right, even while others
starve. We have lost the sense
of wonder and the gift of gratitude. We no longer honestly
pray, "Give us this day our
daily bread." We demand it or
take it unthinkingly. Fasting
may help us restore some sense
of wonder, of thankfulness, of
delight for even the simplest
food (Glenda Hope, "Why Fast
for Lent—or Anytime," The
Witness, March, 1987, p. 12).
Perhaps, when we fast, we should
walk through a supermarket. Being
even a little hungry when grocery
shopping is a tough job. Everything
on the shelves looks not only appealing but essential. The bright packages lure us, and we discover we are
captives to an economy that encourages gluttony. Fasting, if it helps to
free us from that consumer captivity,
is a step toward spiritual liberation.
So much of our eating and drinking is not a necessary intake of nourishment, but a habit. Many of us
tease each other about our love of
sweets, and such good-natured banter can be good fun. But I do wonder
if overeating isn't really a symptom
of spiritual impoverishment. What
else in my life is dominated more by
habit than by genuine need? Why
am I watching this TV show, really?
Why am I buying this thing for the
house, this item of clothing? What is
my genuine hunger?
Fasting, carried out with prayerful reflection, may open the way for
God to teach us something about
ourselves. We may begin to touch
the deepest hunger of all, our hunger
for the One who said, "I have come
that they might have life, life in all its
fullness" (John 10:10). We may become more aware of the false gods
we substitute for the living God.

You've offered some food
for
thought . . . forgive the bad pun!
Suppose I'm ready to respond to the

challenge to try fasting.
gestions do you have?

What sug-

If you have never fasted before, I
would suggest beginning slowly, perhaps missing one meal a week. That
doesn't sound like much, but if you
aren't used to missing that meal, it
can be a real challenge. As much as
possible, vary your routine during
that meal. If you normally go to the
cafeteria at that time, go somewhere
else. If you usually take that meal in
the kitchen, stay in the living room
or go for a walk. And use the time
spent in meal preparation or eating
to read or meditate or pray. Read a
Psalm and a few chapters in one of
the Gospels.
Maybe you want more of a challenge. Try a 24-hour fast once a
week. If you use the period from
lunch to lunch, you will miss two
meals: supper and breakfast. In place
of eating, drink liquids, especially
fresh fruit juices. Break your fast,
not by overeating, but with a light
lunch.
A very practical way to make your
fast meaningful is to use the money
you would have spent paying for
your meal for a contribution to an
organization working to alleviate
world hunger.
One more thing. In keeping with
the counsel of Jesus on fasting, it's a
good idea not to tell people about
your fast. Naturally, if someone asks
you why you aren't eating, you
should tell that person what you are
doing. But don't volunteer it. Let it
be a private matter between you and
God—with one exception. Fasting
can be difficult, so do tell one other
person who can serve as a source of
encouragement and support. Maybe
it will be a friend from church.
Ideally, it will be someone who is
also fasting.
Fasting is not an end in itself; it is
a way. It is not an act of heroism or
self-deprivation. Rather, it is a means
of helping us find our true selves, the
selves God created us to be, with
hearts restless till they find their rest
in the one who can make us whole.
And so, when you fast . . . do
so to the glory of God.
•
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YOUthQuest Ninety

A spiritual quest
—
According to Native American tradition, a quest was a period of three to five
days spent alone in the wilderness. It
was a spiritual experience that marked
the passage from youth to adulthood.
The young man was to search for new
meaning in his life through revelation,
dreams, insight, and inspiration. His
teacher was the earth and sky.
After the individual returned home,
the elders would gather to hear what the
young person had experienced. If the
experience was deemed significant
enough, the youth would pass to adulthood. He now had all the rights and
responsibilities of an adult member of
the community. He had completed the
quest.
Recently over 700 Brethren in Christ
youth and adult advisors gathered in the
Pocono Mountains of Pennyslvania for
the triannual youth convention sponsored by the Board for Congregational
Dan Houck is associate for field services
of the Atlantic Conference Board for Congregational Life.

by J. Daniel Houck

Life. This year's convention was called
"YouthQuest Ninety." The convention
convened at the beautiful Tamiment
Resort. It has been noted that aside
from General Conference, the youth
convention is the next largest Brethren
in Christ gathering in North America.
But, did YouthQuest Ninety live up to
its name? Did our young people experience God in a fuller, deeper way? Were
they touched through the revelation of
Scripture, times of corporate worship,
and opportunities for fellowship? Did
they have a significant experience with
the Lord? Did they return home with a
fresh, new, more vibrant relationship
with God? Was it indeed a quest?
First, let us investigate the nature and
structure of the experience. The youth
arrived at Tamiment on Thursday, Dec.
27. Some flew, some came in vans, some
were loaded in buses, and some drove
their cars. Some had relatively short
trips. Others drove for hours. Regardless, they all converged on a small town
called Bushkill, Pa., expecting good
times and spiritual growth.

As it would turn out, representatives
from all eight conferences were in attendance. The Atlantic Conference edged
the Canadian Conference for the most
registrants, 214 to 213 respectively.
Thirty-nine young people traveled across
the continent from California to experience a Pennsylvania winter wonderland. The adult to youth ratio was better
than 1:4.
As you might imagine, a good youth
convention has to have plenty of exciting activities and lots of food. YouthQuest had both!
The young people had opportunity to
participate in an almost endless list of
recreational activities: swimming, tennis, volleyball, tobogganing, ping-pong,
racquetball, horseback riding, arts and
crafts, choir, jogging, indoor games,
weight lifting, and more.
Special events were planned each day.
On Friday the questers enjoyed a formal
dress-up dinner. The menu included
roast top round beef, fruit, garden salad,
mashed potatoes, veggies, and a chocolate eclair dessert. On Saturday evening,
the dinner was a dress-up affair of an
entirely different nature—a beach party.
The party, complete with tropical decorations, was held in the gymnasium.
Committee members donned grass skirts
and leis as beach music welcomed questers to a feast of barbequed chicken and
ribs, tropical fruit, and an ice cream
sundae bar. A limbo contest was held,
large group games were played, and
awards were given for the best costumes.
Again, one of the real highlights of the
convention was the variety show—"Gift
Quest." There were so many acts that
the show had to be divided into two
parts. Acts ranged from skits to solos,
from drums to guitars, from mime to
gymnastics, and everything in between.
There were standing ovations, spontaneous laughter, tears of emotion, and
even clumsy stage hands.
For some, Saturday night's concert
with Grammy Award winning soloist
Steve Camp was their favorite memory.
For two hours Steve ministered to the
group in song, word, and Scripture. It
was noticed that twice he prayed by
name for one of our young people who
had been injured earlier that day. He
challenged us to "live out" with sincerity
our Christian faith . . . to love the

Tubing—one of the many options for
recreation.
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Keynote speaker Dwight Robertson
emphasizes a point with a group of
teens.

unlovely . . . to value that which is
valuable to God.
An overwhelming number of evaluations, however, noted that the single
most important element of this youth
convention was the ministry of the keynote speaker, Dwight R o b e r t s o n .
Dwight, the founder and president of
Kingdom Building Ministries, is known
as a dynamic youth speaker and musician. He spoke to the group about
remaining true to their first love, planning special dates with God, sharing the
gospel with schoolmates, and questing
for a closer walk with the Lord.
One who attended the convention
said, "IVe been challenged by Dwight
Robertson and Steve Camp: they seem
so radical and on fire. It made me see
how my Christianity is rather poor and
fake: I want to be real. YouthQuest is a
springboard for my search!"
Another said, "I learned so much
from Dwight. The Lord has really spoken
to me very strongly about some things I
needed to hear that I just didn't want to
hear. He's gonna be first now!"
A youth leader writes, "Dwight Robertson's ministry was a real highlight.
All my youth commented on how much
they appreciated Dwight's ministry.
Words like 'convicting,' 'anointed,' and
'gets right to the point' were used by all
of them."
In addition to these events there were
"Inquest Groups"—small groups with
adult leaders designed to stimulate dis-

cussion relative to pertinent spiritual
issues faced by teens; and "electives"—
hour-long seminars focused on an array
of topics of interest to teens and leaders.
As you can imagine, countless hours
of planning goes into an event of this
magnitude. A planning committee of 14
people from all over North America
worked two years on the details of this
event. Twenty-three persons prepared
and presented elective sessions. And
many others volunteered along the way.
All six bishops were present at the convention and contributed in a variety of
ways.
The entire brotherhood contributed
to the event through its giving to Cooperative Ministries. Over $20,000 in the

past three years has been designated for
this specific event.
So we come back to our initial questions. After all the hours of planning
and preparation, after all the bills have
been paid, after all the fund-raising has
been completed, and the last trinket
exchanged, was it worth it all? Did our
young people experience God in a fuller,
deeper way?
As a member of the planning committee, I was tugged at the heart as I read
through the evaluations and testimonials. God was at work behind the
scenes. Young people and adults made
significant commitments to Christ. It
was for many a "mountaintop experience." It was in every way a spiritual
quest. Young people were confronted
with the claims of the gospel, challenged
to return to their first love, and urged to
give themselves to Christian service.
Only eternity will be able to bear out the
final results of YouthQuest Ninety, but I
am confident that we will see its fruit in
our churches and youth groups immediately. Let it be known that God was
present with our young people in a special way for four days in December
1990.
Teen Responses—page 12.

One of the highlights was "Gift Quest"the talent show.
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Testimonials— YOUthQuest Ninety
• I have been challenged to read
the Bible. It is something I should
have been doing more of but
wasn't. Dwight Robertson really
reminded me of its importance. I
think it will enrich my relationship
with Jesus Christ.
• I came knowing that I had tough
decisions to make. I'm leaving the
same way but with more direction, a peaceful heart, and the
knowledge and confidence to know

that God will reveal the answers in
time.
• I realize that all along Jesus
Christ has been calling me to
come into his family and I have
pushed him away.
• I was definitely challenged in my
Christian walk; I had a chance to
meet many other Christian teens
who have encouraged me.
• I have decided to commit my life
fully to God and really try to stick

Martinsbutg Brethren In Christ Church
CROSS COVE ROAD, MARTINSBURG. PA. 16662
814 793-3583

Blessing, and honour,
Glory, and power, be
unto Him that jitteth
upon the throne and
unto the L a m b forever
and ever.

J a n u a r y 15, 1991
B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t Board f o r Congregational Life
P.O. Box 163
Mount J o y , PA 17552
Dear B r o t h e r s a n d S i s t e r s in Christ:
I t was a p r i v i l e g e f o r me t o accompany f i v e of o u r t e e n s to YouthQuest Ninety.
I d o n ' t know how much f e e d b a c k y o u ' v e r e c e i v e d , b u t I f e l t you needed to
know t h a t t h i s is one of t h e (if not THE) b e s t t h i n g s t h a t ' s e v e r h a p p e n e d t o
o u r Youth Group.
As we d r o v e home from o u r s t o p in Breezewood on t h e n i g h t of December 30,
o u r f i v e YouthQuest t e e n s t a l k e d n o n - s t o p of all t h e c h a n g e s t h e y want t o
make in t h e i r lives. They were challenged b y what t h e y h e a r d a n d wanted t o
a c t u p o n t h a t challenge. When we a r r i v e d a t t h e c h u r c h a t 8 p.m., o u r
e v e n i n g worship s e r v i c e was a l r e a d y in session. So t h e six of u s went t o t h e
p a r s o n a g e a n d j u s t s a t a r o u n d t h e d i n i n g room t a b l e , held h a n d s in a circle,
a n d p r a y e d f o r half a n h o u r . They p r a i s e d God a n d t h a n k e d Him f o r how He
h a d s p o k e n t o them. They p r a y e d f o r each o t h e r . They p r a y e d f o r c o u r a g e
t o w i t n e s s t o t h e i r f r i e n d s a n d s t a n d u p f o r what is r i g h t . Since t h e n t h e y
h a v e met t o p r a y a f t e r each S u n d a y e v e n i n g s e r v i c e . They h a v e included t h e
J u n i o r High a g e people a s well.
Since o u r Youth Advisor c o u l d n ' t go t o YouthQuest, I f i g u r e d I was t h e next
logical choice b e c a u s e all t h e t e e n s going a r e in my S u n d a y School class. As
t h e i r t e a c h e r , I h a v e seen a new i n t e r e s t in s t u d y i n g t h e Word on S u n d a y
morning. T h e y ' v e e n t e r e d into t h e d i s c u s s i o n s with more enthusiasm.

to my daily Bible readings: it has
comfirmed my decision to go to
Bible college. My newfound friends
have meant a lot to me and we
plan to keep in touch!
• I could feel the presence of God
here and it helped me grow
spiritually.
• I'm not going to let all of the
distractions and trials in life bring
me down because I now realize
that they can be looked at as growing experiences; and if 1 handle
them properly they can make me
stronger as a Christian.
• I want to be ready and willing
always to be where God wants me
to be or go; to be sensitive to his
leading in all areas of my life.
• I am going to go for a better and
closer relationship with God by
using his Word. I was really scared
to come because I am not a
"people-meeter." I was nervous to
the point of thinking about not
coming. Before, I thought, well
there must be something good for
me here if Satan is making me feel
this way. Boy, was I right—I love
rubbing it in his face that I came. I
learned a lot, and am excited
about it! Pray for me now as I go
back home from this spiritual high
and am under attack. Thank you!!
• I committed to live at school
and home as I do here; to grow in
God so that this is not a spiritual
high, but just a boost upward as I
climb closer to God—I want to
keep climbing up and not come
crashing down.
• I want to put God FIRST no
matter what. I am ready to give it
all for him, even if it means breaking off a commitment and promise to a guy I really loved too
much.
•

P a r e n t s a n d g r a n d p a r e n t s h a v e come t o me, s a y i n g how t h e y ' v e seen a c h a n g e
f o r t h e b e t t e r in t h e s e people. Personally, I can see t h e c h a n g e in o u r own
d a u g h t e r a n d am pleased with it.
T h e s e y o u t h h a v e e x p r e s s e d a d e s i r e t o s e r v e in ministries involving n u r s i n g
homes a n d e v e n in p r i s o n s . They want to double t h e i r y o u t h g r o u p t h i s y e a r .
Already we've s e e n s e v e r a l new f a c e s . They a r e indeed on f i r e f o r t h e Lord.
I'm s u r e I can s p e a k f o r o u r e n t i r e c o n g r e g a t i o n when I s a y a b i g THANK YOU
f o r t h e c a r e f u l a n d t h o u g h t f u l p l a n n i n g a n d execution of one s u c c e s s f u l
YouthQuest Ninety. It h a s c h a n g e d lives f o r e t e r n i t y .
God b l e s s you all,
(Mrs.) Sharon M. Herr
Grace be with all them that lotie our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.

Amen
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Ideas, opportunities,
and an invitation

by John A. Byers

Twenty thousand people have a lot of
ideas. Many of them could become
meaningful ministries if persons were
willing to share them. Have you ever
wanted to be part of something great for
God? Here is your golden opportunity.
The Brethren in Christ are a people
who yearn to be obedient servants of the
Lord. We know rather well what the
church should be like. Sometimes it
seems that the number of Monday
morning quarterbacks is so large there
are few remaining to fill other roles.
Maybe that explains the struggle over
reaching the unchurched of our communities and the hesitancy to help converts become mature members.
The Board for Evangelism and Church
Planting is burdened with the desire to
see the local congregations effectively
fulfill Christ's command to make disciples as they go. It is driven by a passion
to see that church plantings become
reapers of the harvest. We do praise God
for the growth being experienced. However, until these desires lead to active
involvement, we have fallen short of our
privilege, our potential, and our responsibility.
The Board for Evangelism and Church
Planting is a link in the denominational
chain of ministries. It is responsible to
provide for the stimulation, invigoration, and coordination of evangelism,
church planting, and growth among the
Brethren in Christ. There is a renewed
commitment to challenge existing congregations to a stronger emphasis on
evangelism.
The full board meets once or twice a
year. The Executive Committee meets
four times annually. Like other General
Conference agencies, the group is adjusting to the discontinuance of a full
time Executive Director and to 50 percent of its membership being new.
The board has done reflective thinking, praying, and projecting. We have
spent time together in prayer, asking
God to empower, envision, and challenge the church to vigorous evangelism
and growth, asking God to help us
model outreach and evangelism. Conversation about board expectations indicates vision and equipping as the two
key areas.
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Equipping happens in various ways.
The Board for Evangelism and Church
Planting is committed to helping congregations through the use of G.R.A.D.E.
(Growth Resulting After Discipleship
and Evangelism). All pastors will receive
a brochure about a G. R. A.D.E. training
session in the spring of 1991 from
Administrative Director John Byers.
"Salvation by Appointment" is a flip
chart that can be easily transported for
use in one-on-one evangelism. The board
continues to offer this instrument
through the office in Elizabethtown, Pa.
The address is: P.O. Box 547, Elizabethtown, PA 17022.
Vision is what drives this board. One
vision is to develop an internship that
will help pastors starting churches to be
better prepared. Another vision is to
have every church reaching out.
The board wants to broaden its vision.
It also wants to put it into usable format.
Here is where we offer you the "golden
opportunity." Some readers of this article have probably said, "Why doesn't
the Board for Evangelism and Church
Planting . . . " (you finish the sentence). Maybe some have not said it but
have an idea about how evangelism,

church growth, or church planting could
be done effectively. Although it cannot
be promised that all ideas would be
developed, the board welcomes the resources of your thoughts and plans for
action. This is your invitation to become
more than a Monday morning quarterback.
We invite you to write to the General
Conference Board for Evangelism and
Church Planting at the Elizabethtown
office and share an action for growth
and evangelism that has helped you in
your local congregation. Maybe it is just
an idea, but we would like to hear it.
Perhaps your verbalizing it and the
board's working on it will bring it into a
fruitful ministry. Probably some persons have an idea about helping church
plantings secure funding for facilities.
Share it. It will at least stimulate our
thinking or give us new ideas.
Jesus clearly said that the harvest is
plenteous but the laborers are few. Our
sharing together of ideas and a prayer
for one another will certainly help to
increase the labor force in the harvest of
souls for Christ. The Board for Evangelism and Church Planting takes seriously
its responsibility. It knows that it needs
to be partners with the "church at large"
if it is going to lead congregations in
fulfilling their God-given assignments.

John A. Byers is Administrative Director
for the Board for Evangelism and Church
Planting.

God's Miracle at Millersville
Since September 1984, the Millersville Brethren in Christ Church has been
meeting in a one-room schoolhouse
located in the Mennonite Youth Village,
Millersville, Pa. Since its beginning, the
congregation has spent much time and
energy trying to find a facility in which
this growing body could meet and call
their own.
In June 1990 4.4 acres of land came
into focus. The congregation approved
an agreement of purchase with a number
of contingencies, including the obtaining of sufficient financing. The Church
Board made this a matter of special
prayer and in August set a goal of
S150,000 to be received by December 31,
1990. There was a strong feeling that if
this was God's time, he could supply the
need. In October the board began contacting a number of persons, trusting
that God would speak to those persons

to supply the need of $150,000. During
the next two months there was much
prayer as faith and excitement began to
rise.
On November 11 we received our first
commitment of $ 10,000. When that was
announced the following Sunday in our
worship service, there were many "Praise
the Lord's." From that point people
began to respond, and on Sunday morning, Dec. 3, we announced that we had
exceeded our goal. At that point we had
$162,986.41 in cash and commitments.
By December 31, 1990, we were just a
few dollars short of $175,000.
This has been a great "spiritual experience" for us at Millersville. At this
point we are not sure when we will begin
the building, but we are sure it is in the
hands of the One who knows all things.
—Eugene Heidler, pastor.
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Nicaragua

Women
in the

church

by Teresa Palacios

During the year 1977, there were 186
members in the Brethren in Christ
Church of Nicaragua, 75% of whom
were women. The women were the
backbone support of the church. In
response to these statistics, brother Bert
Sider (our missionary from Canada)
formed a directors group of women.
This was a very important step for
women in the church.
This organization of women was able
to minister to and serve other women.
We were particularly able to reach out
to the women who lived in the community surrounding the church.
In March of 1977, we had our first
organizational meeting in which women
were elected to fill the titles of president,
vice-president, secretary, treasurer, controller, and counsellor. We took on the
name of "The National Feminine Union."
We began working immediately developing goals for our ministry. These
goals included:
1. Organize the women in each local
church.

Teresa Palacios is the wife
of Enrique Palacios, who had
been the Executive Director of
the Brethren in
Christ in Nicaragua.
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2. Encourage pastors to allow their
wives to work in the church.
3. Educate the women of the church
on theological matters.
4. Teach the women to make their
own clothes utilizing sewing schools.
5. Help the women with family
planning.
6. Teach the women to read and
write.
7. Develop a cooking school primarily to teach nutrition.
With these goals in mind, you can see
that we had much work ahead of us! We
knew it was not going to be easy, but
with the Lord to strengthen us and the
Holy Spirit to guide us, we had faith that
our work would prosper.
As we began to minister, attempting
to make our goals reality, we encountered a major stumbling block. Our
husbands and pastors did not approve
of women in ministry. Despite the fact
that each day more and more women
were making commitments to follow
Christ through our contacts, the men
did not approve. We were discouraged
with this matter and it caused great tension, but then the Lord did a great work
and revival filled our churches.
Terrorism had begun due to the political situation of our country. Fear was in
the hearts of our town's people. Many
families lost their children. Many were
taken to prison. We experienced the
pains of grief and hunger. Many needed
comfort and the National Feminine
Union would not sit still! The women of
the church went forth proclaiming the
good news of heaven. We gave meals to
the hungry, we comforted the widows
and orphans, and we visited those in

prison. We called on the Lord to guide
us and strengthen us. Many people
accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior,
praise the Lord!
After this came a great revival in our
churches. And the pastors and men of
the church realized that because of the
work of the women, churches were
growing. The pastors and men observed
this great work of the Lord, and changed
their ways. The male leadership began
to support and help the work of the
women's group, thanks be to God!
We also received help from our missionary friends Eleanor Poe and Ruth
Madeira. Praise God for these faithful
sisters who truly served as Christ-like
role models. The Lord has blessed us in
many ways here in Nicaragua.
To this date, we continue to work
diligently with the women of the church.
It is a great task considering our limitations; however, we know that in our
weaknesses the Lord is strong.
All of our pastors' wives have received
biblical training. Four have graduated
from the Bible Institute. With the help
of our Lord, women of the church have
participated in several short-term studies including training in cooking and
family planning.
Thus far all of our goals have been
met with substantial success except for
one. We have had difficulty teaching
nutrition and sanitation due to financial
struggles, but we know the Lord is working to build up his people in Nicaragua.
We continue to praise and thank God
for all he has done. Without the help of
our Lord, we can do nothing.
•
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od at work in our world
"What do you do?"
Bruce and Merly Bundy—Madrid, Spain
Antonio, Maria's friend, asked us the
other day, "What do you do?" Now,
that's a very good question, but sometimes hard to answer. Our main activity
is to help people realize their need for
God and a Savior and to start a church.
But how do you go about doing that?
That doesn't seem like your normal 9:00
to 5:00 job.
We could give Antonio a list of activities that all relate to developing relationships. On Monday and Thursday afternoons, Merly goes uptown to teach
conversational English to Miguel Angel.
Though it doesn't happen often, the last
time they were together they spent one
and a half hours talking about Jesus
Christ.
Tuesday mornings we help out at the
INSTE (Theological Education by Extension) and Open Bible offices. Bruce is
programming for INSTE and Merly
helps the secretaries learn how to use a
computer. Tuesday afternoons Ramdn
comes over for discipleship and, starting
next week, Maria will join in.
Wednesday morning Merly helps a
fellow missionary with Spanish classes
and Thursday morning Rodi teaches us
guitar lessons. Friday and Saturday
mornings we have small group meetings
(average attendance of 4-5 people) made
up of the youth from the church we were
working with. Our goal is to reach nonC h r i s t i a n s and grow in Christian
maturity.
Then on Sunday there's church in the
morning (we usually visit a local evangelical church with Maria) and the
beginnings of our own meetings on
Sunday evenings. Right now the three of
us are meeting for prayer with the purpose of developing a strategy to reach
non-Christians through a small group.
In between all that, we are constantly
looking for opportunities to get together
with people and develop friendships
that will lead people to Christ—visiting
our neighbors upstairs, Sara and Paco,
spending time with Maria's family, and
March 1991

getting together for cafe and a chat with
Antonio, etc.
As you can see, life isn't dull, but
beginnings are hard. We would appreciate your prayers for us and for the
people we've mentioned.

Great delights
Ira and Miriam
Stern—International
Student Ministries, Philadelphia
To Mim and Pete Stern, great delights
are:
—to use an Orbit typewriter (from
the Lord through a niece), a step
up from the ancient manual typewriter.
—to see internationals become involved in ministry. Many accompanied us to conferences, some
contributing more than we.
—a Chinese lady who saw voluntary
service modeled in a host family
. . . will come at a moment's
notice to help stuff envelopes, or
turkeys, or help with an English
class.
—to network, helping internationals
connect at airports or with caring
people at new centers of learning
. . . to know we've made a difference for someone.
—to host or befriend Zambians we
knew years ago in Africa. One,
excited by the possibilities of also
sharing the gospel with Chinese at
his workplace, returned armed with
Christian literature in Chinese.
—to see faith bud, burst into flower
and grow in once unbelieving
hearts. Pete baptized Ming in the
Souderton church this summer.
—interaction in Bible study, seeing
different perspectives from other
cultures and yet sensing oneness in
Christ.
—the monthly concert of prayer,
mutually supporting each other—
some for whom this is the only
contact.
—to keep in touch with the Youngways family.
—to have you as friends who care,
share and pray. Without you there
would be little to write about.

Searching for guidance
Carol Geiger—Bogota, Colombia
The church of Niza IX faces challenges on many fronts. We are still growing rapidly, having had several Sundays
recently when the attendance surpassed
the 150 mark. We have recently learned
of a large lot available within this neighborhood. It is prime land, zoned only
for institutions. It is large enough to
construct a church building that would
hold 1,000 people and would give us
high visibility and easy accessibility, not
only for this neighborhood of 7,000, but
for three other neighborhoods with approximately that number of people in
each. We believe that our God is a big
God. If he wants us to reach all these
neighborhoods of apartment complexes
around here with the gospel, he will provide the place to house a congregation of
that size. We are in a tremendous harvest situation and he will not let us
down.
We have asked him for a sign if we are
to pursue that lot. We know that this
project must be something the Holy
Spirit quickens to the minds and hearts
of our Colombian leaders. This must
not just be the idea of the missionaries.
Please pray that God would confirm his
will by moving in each of our pastors
and elders, giving them vision and faith
for what he wants to do. Pray and intercede for us.
•

Upland Brethren in Christ Church
invites inquiries about the position
of Director of Christian Education
This assignment is scheduled to
begin in early summer 1991. For a
job description and application
form, please write or phone:
Upland Brethren in Christ
Church
Dr. W. Winger, Senior Pastor
845 W. Arrow Highway
Upland, CA 91786
Telephone (714)982-1016
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Douglas
Kelchner
ordination
transferred
On Sunday, Jan. 20, 1991, the prior
ordination of Douglas Kelchner was
recognized and its transfer into the
Brethren in Christ Church finalized.
This recognization was given by Bishop
H. Frank Kipe at the Chambersburg
Brethren in Christ Church.
Doug's roots were in the General
Council of the Assemblies of God,
among whom he pastored for 19 years.
January 20 marked the completion of
his first year as senior pastor to the
Chambersburg congregation. Doug and
his wife, Vicki, have two children, Jennifer and Byron.

Kevin
Witter
ordained
On Jan. 20, 1991, the Chambersburg
Brethren in Christ congregation along
with family and friends shared in the
ordination service of Kevin Witter.
Bishop Frank Kipe of the Allegheny
Conference was in charge of the service.
The ordination sermon was preached
by Pastor Witter's father, Rev. Roger
Witter. Rev. Graybill Brubaker, former
pastor, and Rev. Douglas Kelchner,
current pastor, assisted in the service.
Pastor Witter's ministry has been shared
with both of these men.
Pastor Witter has been serving as
associate pastor of the Chambersburg
c o n g r e g a t i o n f o r over the past 5
years. Previous ministry has been with
Eastland Church of God, Lexington,
Ky., and the Carlisle Brethren in Christ
Church as minister of music. He pres16

ently serves within the Christian education, youth and music departments of
the Chambersburg church. He also serves
with the regional and General Conference Board for Congregational Life.
Pastor Witter graduated from Messiah College in 1980 with a degree in
music. He received a Master's degree in
Christian Education from Asbury Theological Seminary in 1985.

Terry Burton ordained
On Sunday, November 18,1990, Terry
A. Burton was ordained to the Christian
ministry. The service was held at Green
Spring Brethren in Christ Church, Newville, Pa., where Terry is serving as
pastor.
Bishop Frank Kipe performed the rite
of ordination. The ordination sermon
was preached by Rev. Wilbur Benner,
pastor of the Antrim Brethren in Christ
Church, Greencastle, Pa. He had been
Terry's pastor in Kentucky. Also sharing in the service were Rev. Larry
Strouse, the evangelist who brought
Terry to the Lord; and Dr. Terry Brensinger, serving as interim pastor in Kentucky when Terry felt the call to the
ministry.
After completing the Brethren in
Christ Home Study Course, Terry began correspondence studies with Luther
Rice Seminary towards his BA in Christian Ministry. Terry has served as youth
worker and interim pastor at Millerfields Brethren in Christ Church in
Columbia, Ky., and evangelist and
supply minister for the Brethren in
Christ churches in Kentucky prior to
coming to Green Spring.
Rev. Burton and his wife, Sandra,
have one child, Alan.

Allegheny Conference
Bishop Kipe visited the Abundant Life congregation, Uniontown, Pa., on Jan. 13. The men
played dartball at Brownsville on Jan. 15. • On
Jan. 13, Rev. and Mrs. Si Lehman reported on
their Venezuela trip to the Air Hill congregation,
Chambersburg, Pa. The New Dimensions from
Camp Joy-El sang on Jan. 27. • The Wingert
Family Singers were in concert Jan. 6 for the
Antrim congregation. Chambersburg. Six new
members were received on Dec. 30. • The Chambersburg congregation recently completed refurbishing their grand piano. The youth planned a
Feb. 6 trip to the Hershey Bears hockey game. •
Jan Bell of "Kids Can Make a Difference" was
Jan. 6 speaker for the Vision in Action meeting of
the Fairview Ave.congregation, Waynesboro, Pa.
On Jan. 20, the Five Forks congregation,
Waynesboro, Pa., received 15 new members and
baptized six persons. Bishop Kipe was recognized
recently for reading through the Bible for the 28th
consecutive year. • Ken Letner spoke Jan. 28 to
the teachers of the Green Spring church, Newville,
Pa., about classroom discipline. • Ladies of the
Hollowell congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., did a
winter study of A Workshop on the Book of Colossians. • Evangelism techniques was the subject
of a Jan. 6 talk by Bishop Kipe to the Martinsburg,
Pa., congregation. • Wilbur Benner from Antrim
spoke on Jan. 13 to the Montgomery congregation, Mercersburg, Pa., about his trip to Korea.
On Jan. 20 the Mt. Rock congregation, Shippensburg. Pa., viewed the film "The Genesis Solution." • The New Guilford congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., reached its goal by Dec. 31 of
reducing their indebtedness to $90,000. On first
and third Sunday evenings in January and February, the congregation viewed the "Maximum
Marriage" film series by Tim Timmons. • On Dec.
30, the Paramount congregation, Hagerstown,
M d , baptized 11 and received 9 as members. Pastor Stauffer's sermon was "Believing . . . Baptism . . . Belonging." • The Springhope congregation, Schellsburg, Pa., began their 50-Day
Spiritual Adventure with an orientation night on
Jan. 27. • The Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md., observed Sanctity of Human Life Sunday with the message "Because They Can't—We
Must"and encouraged participation in the Jan. 22
March for Life on Washington, D.C.

Atlantic Conference
On Jan. 13, A. Graybill and Ethel Brubaker
shared about their 10-week overseas mission tour
with the Cross Roads congregation, Mount Joy,
Pa. The international drama group The Covenant
Players presented a Jan. 30 program to the clubs
and interested adults. • The Elizabethtown, Pa.,
congregation had a winter retreat Feb. 8-10 at
Kenbrook Bible Camp with Donald Burnett
speaking on "The Obedience of Faith." • The
Fairland congregation, Cleona, Pa., received eight
new members on Dec. 30. The church recently
began the four-part "Growing to Glorify God"
stewardship series. • Two members of the Fellowship Chapel congregation, Bronx, N.Y., recently
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"The spirit of God is upon me, because he has anointed
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me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight
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to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
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i to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord" (Luke 4:18),

Good news for
peopletrappedby
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"Give us this day our daily
bread." This sentence in
the Lord's Prayer, and
stories of manna from
heaven and feeding the
5,000, remind us it is not
God's will that people are
hungry. Good news to
hungry people includes,
among other things, daily
bread.
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Mola, a farmer in Bikoro, Zaire, harvested 72 kilograms
(158 pounds) of fish from his new pond, a harvest two and
a half times more than the national average. Mola learned
to build and tend his fish pond from an MCC worker who
teaches in a church extension program.
On the edge of the desert in upper Egypt farmers cultivated
nearly 1,000 acres (400 hectares) of land year-round for the
first time thanks to an MCC loan fund.

INTRODUCTION
• • •
Mennonite Central
Committee (MCC) workers
and partners saw hard
times in 1990. Recession
meant people's hardearned wages bought less
food, clothing and shelter.
Famine threatened in wartorn Sudan. War broke out
in the Middle East.
Yet MCC workers and
partners shared — and
found — good news.
Workers in the Middle East
write: "When w e wonder if
our work in Lebanon is
futile, w e think of Shamsa,
a disabled girl confined to
her home because she
lived on a hill with no road.
MCC and other nongovernmental
organizations built her a
road and her personality
blossomed. She goes to
school four days a week.
Before she would not
communicate with case
workers. Now she smiles
and initiates
conversations."

People in four Burkina Faso villages moved hundreds of
cubic meters of earth to build dams for capturing rainfall
and halting erosion. MCC workers and a local church
committee encouraged them with technical advice and
some supplies.
When Jose Antonio Filho bought 30 acres (12 hectares) of
scrub land in northeast Brazil four years ago, his neighbors
laughed. Rain had washed away the previous owner's
brick home. Today they come to learn from him. Filho
produces enough to feed his eight-member family and still
has more than half his crop left over to sell. His high
yields are the result of farming tips he learned from MCC
workers with a Brazilian alternative agriculture agency.
Through its SELFHELP Crafts program in Canada and the
United States, MCC created the equivalent of 14,000 fulltime jobs in 38 countries, jobs that enabled artisans to feed
hungry families.
U.S. Mennonites on the East Coast filled more than 5,300
grocery bags — about $70,000 U.S. ($81,900 Canadian)
worth of food — for hungry people. A member of First
Mennonite Church in Brooklyn, N.Y., says: "While
delivering MCC grocery bags we met a family who had no
money for groceries. The last cracker had been eaten as we
knocked on the door. 'We were just praying to the Lord
without knowing where the next meal was coming from,
and the Lord answered our prayer,' they said as we entered.
Many doors have been opened as we deliver grocery bags
to homes. This has given us opportunity to bring them the
word of God."

Read MCC's 1990 annual
report to find good news in
hard times.
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M C C workers in
Bangladesh have
developed a new design
for a beehive, so that poor
families in rural areas can
earn much-needed income
selling honey. The NorthAmerican Newton hive is
too expensive and requires
too much maintenance.
Pictured here is Gwen
Peachey of Corvallis, Ore.,
with Bangladeshi
colleagues, (left to right)
Modhu Paul, Delowar
Hussein and Abdullah AlMahmud Baten.

Good news for
peopletrappedby
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MCC nurses, physicians,
nutritionists and
appropriate technologists
celebrated life and good
news with people who
were ill.

An MCC physical therapist treated children at a polio
rehabilitation clinic in Zaire. Together with Zairean and
Belgian colleagues, she taught parents how to care for
disabled children and begin physical rehabilitation.
At a "Technology for Health" center in Guatemala's
highlands, MCC volunteers and 12 co-workers shared
new ideas with villagers and visitors: composting latrines,
improved cookstoves, water pumps, food preservation
and natural medicines.
Native people in Labrador found a compassionate ear
from an MCC doctor serving in a remote area. Another
volunteer in Labrador examined causes of and possible
solutions to the high suicide rate in Native communities.
MCC donated medicines, medical equipment and
educational supplies to a medical organization on
Nicaragua's Atlantic coast where health care is limited.
In the first half of 1990, the group's doctors saw 18,000
patients, vaccinated 3,000 children and led 12 workshops
on preventive health care, for community leaders.
St. Joseph's Rehabilitation Centre in Calcutta, India,
provided medical treatment and social rehabilitation to 74
drug addicts and alcoholics. MCC contributed to this
ministry.
A nurse practitioner taught physical rehabilitation
techniques and grief therapy to medical workers and
parents of children learning to use protheses in Soviet
Armenia. Construction workers there built six village
health clinics and a children's rehabilitation center. This
work, a ministry of MCC and an Adventist group, started
after the 1988 earthquake there.
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MCC nurse Ruth Kroeker
walks with Anal, a patient
at Harpur Memorial
Hospital in Menouf, Egypt,
a town north of Cairo.
Kroeker, of Abbotsford,
B.C., served at the hospital
for three years, training
nurses and helping Dr.
Mouneer, hospital director,
set up a primary health
care unit in a nearby
village. "I could not have
asked for a friendlier, more
interesting place to work,"
Kroeker writes.

Good news for
peopletrappedby

co n f I i c t
"Peace I leave with you,
my peace I give unto you"
(John 14:27). MCC
volunteers shared Christ's
peace with people caught
in conflict-torn families,
communities and
countries.

Mozambican refugees at a Swaziland reception center
received MCC clothing, layette bundles, health kits,
sewing kits, towels and school kits. These gifts were
"greatly appreciated by the refugees," wrote the center's
director. "When we see an item carefully mended and
ironed, carefully folded and tied, we see clearly the love
of the person who sent the item and the respect extended
to the refugee."
MCC shared 4,540 metric tons of food and material
resources with the Sudan Council of Churches to help
them respond to some of the overwhelming needs of
Ethiopian refugees and displaced Sudanese there.
Families of homicide victims in New Orleans received
peer counseling and other support via a program set up by
an MCC worker.
Six MCC volunteers worked at Mercy Camp in Jordan,
helping evacuees after Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. MCC
also contributed $5,000 U.S. ($5,848 Canadian) for a
milk powder shipment for Iraqi infants.
1990 saw the close of the MCC U.S. Immigration and
Refugee Program which resettled about 5,100 refugees
since its start in 1975. The program benefitted sponsors
too. Partners in Virginia who sponsored a Laotian
family said: "Hearing Savangs' stories opened a window
on the world for us."
Nearly 300 students in North Dublin, Ireland, attended
the city's sole interdenominational school. A Mennonite
worker was among the parents who started the school to
encourage cross-denomination communication in a
country divided between Protestants and Roman
Catholics.
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This Cambodian child sits
on clothing MCC partners
in North America shared
with "internal refugees"
there. At year-end
Cambodia had 1 5 0 , 0 0 0
internal refugees, people
forced from their homes by
fighting between
government troops and
resistance factions. About
1,000 refugees also
received kits containing
mosquito nets, water
containers, kitchen
utensils and hoe heads,
items purchased with MCC
funds.

Good news for
people trapped by

i n j u s t i c e
Poverty, racism,
stereotypes and mental or
physical disabilities kept
some people from
developing and sharing
their talents, wisdom and
strengths. MCC volunteers
shared good news with
these people in various
ways.

"You made it, man," said a friend to Eddie Rodriguez.
"You're not dead, you're not on drugs, you have a
job...you made it." Rodriguez credits his "making
it" in part to MCC's IMPACT program, in which he
learned the printing trade. Another MCC program helped
62 African-American, Hispanic and Native American
youth find summer jobs in their home towns. They
earned money for college, developed leadership skills and
served as teachers, pastors and day camp workers.
Thirty people with mental disabilities found jobs at the
MCC-supported Edmonton (Alta.) Recycling Society. In
the first nine months of the year, the society collected
more than 16,231 tons of recyclables.
About 1,600 indigenous families received land through
ASCIM (Association of Indigenous-Mennonite
Cooperative Services), a program of the three Chaco
Mennonite colonies in Paraguay. MCC supported
ASCIM.

Ten years ago poverty forced Mena Lina and her nine
children to live in a 10-foot (3-meter) square room. Like
countless northeast Brazilians, she spent 20 percent of her
minimim wage pay for that room. Now, thanks to a
project administered by MCC workers and funded by the
local church, Mena Lina and more than 140 others have
their own homes. When asked what makes her happiest
about her home, Mena Lina says without hesitation,
"Now we can all sleep in beds."
Churches in 14 California counties promoted a new
option for criminal offenders and crime victims — VORP
(Victim Offender Reconciliation Program). VORP uses
trained volunteers to meet with offenders and victims to
find ways to see justice done. They caught the VORP
idea from Fresno County, where in 1989 a VORP
program received 536 cases from Fresno judges, police
and probation officers.
Some 8,000 refugees left Honduran camps and returned
home to El Salvador in 1990 after nearly 10 years in
exile. Two MCC workers help them re-establish homes
and churches, despite harassment by the military.
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Brenda Unrau, SALT
Canada worker from
Selkirk, Man., left, and
Pat Byron, right, use a
band saw at L'Arche Wood
Products shop in
Vancouver, B.C. Staff
there make and sell
pallets, potato bins and
patio furniture. SALT
Canada is an 11 -month
MCC program for 17- to
20-year-olds. They have a
job, live in a service unit
and are sponsored by a
local church.

Good news for
victims of

natural disasters
"'And which of t h e s e t h r e e
— priest, Levite or
Samaritan — w a s neighbor
to t h e m a n who fell into
t h e hands of robbers? And
t h e lawyer answered,
'The one who showed him
kindness.' Jesus said, 'Go
and do likewise'"
(Luke 10:36-37).
M C C volunteers w e r e
neighbors to those who
lost homes, livelihoods and
peace-of-mind w h e n
natural disasters struck.

MCC sent $96,000 U.S. ($112,280 Canadian) worth of
medical supplies to victims of Iran's June earthquake.
MCC also shipped blankets, sheets and bandages.
Philippines

MCC gave $25,000 U.S. (29,240 Canadian) to local
churches in the Philippines for medicines, blankets, food
and other aid after that country's July earthquake.
MCC workers visited Vietnam's Quang Binh Province to
see how local people had used MCC quilts, school kits
and health kits sent after three typhoons struck there in
1989. The shipment was not large enough to benefit
everyone there, but the Vietnamese told MCC: "A
mouthful of rice when you are hungry means more than a
bowlful of rice when you are satisfied."
Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) celebrated its 40th
anniversary and had its busiest year in recent history.
Volunteers responded to more than 15 disasters. They
repaired and rebuilt houses destroyed in 1989 by
California's earthquake and by Hurricane Hugo in South
Carolina and St. Croix. "The challenge of Jesus to be
neighbor to people in need remains now as it did 2,000
years ago," notes Lowell Detweiler, MDS director.
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Eva Zuniga of Watsonville,
Calif., smiles as Wes
Heinrichs, Mennonite
Disaster Service project
coordinator, puts finishing
touches on her new porch.
More than 2 0 0 MDS
volunteers repaired or
rebuilt some 125 homes
that w e r e damaged by the
October 1 9 8 9 earthquake.

Good news
from MCC

p a r t n e r s
"It is right that w e should
thank God for you,
because your faith
increases mightily, and the
love you have for all grows
even greater" (2 Thess.
1:3).
While MCC shared good
news with neighbors, MCC
partners in North America
and overseas brought good
news to MCC.

Brazil

M C C worker Kari Scheirer
says she went to Brazil to
serve. Instead her
neighbor taught her about
service. "For three months
my foot suffered from
numerous infections. Some
days it hurt too much to
walk and I could not wear a
shoe," she writes. "One
noon I arrived at Dona
Neves' house when she
was preparing lunch for
the 11 people living there.
But when she saw my
infected foot, she left her
lunch preparations and
called her daughters to
bring a basin, water, some
medicinal plants and a
towel. And like the Apostle
Peter, I said: 'No, you
shouldn't wash my feet.'
She looked into my face
and said, 'Daughter, I must
wash your foot or else it
wouldn't heal.' She sat on
the ground at my feet and
gently began to cleanse my
foot."

Bolivian MCC workers Tito and Yolanda Castro
welcomed new MCC workers to their country. "When
new people arrive, they are like babies," says Yolanda,
who spent 1972 in North America with MCC's
International Visitor Exchange Program. "Because I
understand the American way and know the differences
between cultures, I can help answer questions." The
non-North Americans in MCC "help us be more
sensitive, honest and relevant," says Overseas Director
Ray Brubacher.
Partners in the United States built "houses against
hunger," using donated material and volunteer labor.
Money raised from the sale of the houses went to MCC.
Tanzanian Mennonites who spoke at a Zaire development
seminar inspired MCC workers with stories of successful
small-scale projects completed without outside aid. The
stories were good news to workers who see many large,
failed projects.
Volunteers at five collection centers gave MCC some
5,560 workdays when they prepared blankets, layette
bundles and other material resources for shipping
overseas. Volunteers at thrift shops, SELFHELP Crafts
and relief sales contributed several thousand more hours
to MCC, hours of love for others on which MCC is built.
Radical changes in East Europe brought MCC new
partners. One is Lazlo Szanda, a Romanian greenhouse
owner determined to stay and build his country. "Come
back in a few years and see the transformation we
hope to bring about," he told MCC workers. Szanda
distributed vegetable seeds MCC donated. MCC also
sent medical supplies, clothes, canned beef and layette
bundles to Romania.
Members of the new Good Samaritan Mennonite Church
in Kentucky inspired MCC workers who helped start the
church. "To see people from broken backgrounds come
together, work together, pray together and support each
other is exciting," the workers say. "They invited us into
their family. They love us."
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hard

times

Volunteers cut, dried and
packed more than 100
tons of California fruit,
some of which was sold at
MCC relief sales. Pictured
here are Michelle Borden
and Angela Born from
Eden Mennonite Church in
Chilliwack, B.C. Relief
sales raised some $ 4 . 3
million U.S. ($5 million
Canadian) for MCC work in
1990.
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MCC financial

-—

Income

U.S. constituency contributions
Canada contributions*
Other contributions
Grants—Non-governmental*
Grants—Governmental*
SELFHELP Crafts
Other revenue
Material resources in kind—U.S.
Material resources in kind—Canada*
Total income

9,869,583
3,540,603
241,858
1,053,907
3,557,450
5,338,283
1,496,031
2,691,493
8,166,496
35,955,704

MCC Canada financial**

Disbursement

Agriculture & integrated development
Emergency assistance
Economic & technical assistance
Education
Health
Social services
Religious & peace
Support services & constituency relations
Material resources donated in kind

3,498,347
3,595,793
5,923,241
2,356,878
1,415,915
2,740,488
2,440,121
2,723,608
10,857,989

Total disbursements

35,552,380

Net increase in fund balance
Funds applied to long-term assets
Net d e c r e a s e in funds available for operations

(403,324)
2,375,359
(1,972,035)

MCC U.S. financial

Total

MCC U.S.'s statement of income and disbursements is
fully consolidated into that of MCC.
Income

Designated contributions
General contributions allocated
Grant income
U.S. Service Program stipends
Refugee resettlement income
MHS member contributions
SWAP/DOOR
Literature and seminar fees
Other income

696,918
2,084,200
48,888
647,184
40,724
216,403
108,258
70,610
8,753

Total income

3,921,938

Disbursements

MCC U.S. Service Program
MCC U.S. Peace Section
Mennonite Disaster Service
Mennonite Health Services
Urban Ministries
Immigration and Refugee Program
Criminal Justice
Special Programs
Material Resources
Regional Offices
Executive Office
Support Services

1,017,927
338,230
408,810
350,850
144,160
105,428
60,378
152,952
307,772
599,726
117,738
519,370

Total disbursements

4,123,341

Net d e c r e a s e in fund balance
Funds applied to long-term assets
Net d e c r e a s e in funds available for operations

Revenue

Contributions
Constituency
Other
Grants
CIDA
Other
Earned income
SELFHELP Crafts
Voluntary service
Interest
Other
Material/food aid
Contribution
Grants
Interest

5,336,171
52,300
4,220,584
217,887
3,505,812
705,819
185,737
455,006
918,507
7,402,140
55,360
23,055,323

Expenditures

Program
Coordination
Development education
Disability concerns
East West concerns
Employment concerns
Kanadier concerns
Material/food aid
Mennonite Central Committee
Mental health concerns
Native concerns
Other
Peace and social concerns
Refugee assistance
SELFHELP Crafts
Victim offender ministries
Voluntary service
Women's concerns
General administration

368,118
100,995
100,100
54,009
115,672
330,210
9,093,549
8,032,844
76,583
260,561
232,456
111,408
71,222
3,303,230
75,470
1,021,529
25,067
758,209

Total

24,131,232

Excess (deficiency) of revenue over
expenditures
Equity at beginning of year
Equity at end of year

(1,075,909)

**in Canadian dollars

(201,403)
46,745
(248,148)

*MCC income includes $14,795,696 received from MCC Canada
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5,979,903
4,903,994
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Personnel charts

Africa
Angola
Botswana
Burkina Faso
Chad
Ethiopia
Ghana
Kenya
Lesotho
Mozambique
Nigeria
South A f r i c a
Sudan
Swaziland
Tanzania
Uganda
Zaire
Zambia
Zimbabwe
Asia
Bangladesh
Cambodia
China
India
Indonesia
Japan
Laos
Nepal
Philippines
Taiwan
Thailand
Vietnam
Europe
Belgium
Czechoslavakia
Germany
Ireland
Poland
Switzerland
USSR
Yugoslavia
Latin America
Bolivia
Brazil
Costa Rica
El Salvador
Guatemala
Haiti
Honduras
Jamaica
Mexico
Nicaragua
Paraguay
Middle East
Egypt
Jordan
Lebanon
West Bank
North America
Canada • volunteer
• local V S
• salaried
• other
United • volunteer
States • local V S
• salaried
• other
TOTAL

ED
S
"3
o
•g co
<ea a

39

3
2

0
1
o
.c
u
X
14
1
4
1

14

4
1
1

2
4
2
2
4

<u
G
C c
8 J
H
c
03
_o g ' g <
d
fl op
u
•a
E
3
T3
s at
Co <

t<D

"ra

19
2
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3
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1
2
1
11
5

3
1
2

20
11
1

19
12
2

2

20
4
1
1

1
1

2

1
4
1
1

1
1

2
1

4
3

1
1
2
5

1
2
2
17
2

1

1
9

2
1

1
10

4

1
1

1
4
2

2
1
1

1

5

2
2
1

3

1
1

33
13
3

14
2
3

3
1
9
1
1
1
2

1
4
1
2

24
5
3

1
12
5
1

4
1
4
1
4

1
4

2
3
1

23
1
2
9
5
1
1
3
1
20
6
3
2
2

8
5

1
3

1

3

21
16
1

1
1

3
1

1
5
4
1

97

40
9
9
10

7
2
1

7
1
4

4

87

53

4
13
3
1
7

94
46
16
12

2

18
1
1

83

167

1
3
1

2
16

U.S. service workers
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34 142
2
2
8
3 16
2
9
2
3
2
2
8
2
9
1
5
3 10
3
8
2
9
2
11
3
6
1
5
4 17
2 12
2
31 103
5 31
7
3
10
2
2
7 12
1
2
5
4
9
2 11
1
2
8
4
6
8 32
1
2
5 14
5
1
1
2
2
5
2
31 142
8 39
2 20
4
2
2 11
4
2
4 18
9
2
3 16
4
6
2 10
5
9 35
2 20
4
3
2
3
8
2
337 499
19 84
40 67
73 96
1
1
62 98
t o 12
130 137
4
2
4 5 0 953

2
2

California
Colorado
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Kentucky
Louisiana
Pennsylvania
Total

8
9
6
13

8
50
98

Canadian service workers
1/5

>
British Columbia
Alberta
Saskatchewan
Manitoba
Ontario
Quebec
Maritimes
Nfld./Labrador
Total

23
8
16
19
8
2
8
84
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6

7
16
29
3
1
67
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40
8
23
42
37
3
3
8
164
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Material resources in 1990
M C C shipped 36.8 million pounds (16.7 million kilograms) of material
resources to 35 countries in 1989. Of that, 36 million pounds (16.4 million
kilograms) were food resources, including beans, corn, flour, meat, milk, oil,
rice and wheat. Other items shipped were:
65,806 blankets, comforters and quilts
7,967 layettes
1,950 sheets
2,440 towels
8,516 health kits
15,960 school kits
2,431 sewing kits
50,000 yards (45,500 meters) of fabric
104,812 pounds (47,641 kilograms) of medical supplies, valued at $253,500
303,350 pounds (137,886 kilograms) of soap
99,815 pounds (45,370 kilograms) of clothing
450,565 pounds (204,802 kilograms) of canned meat

Audited financial statements are available f r o m M C C ,
PO Box 500, Akron, PA 17501.
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A message from
the

executive
secretary

Cash projects

Resources
• • •

(April) Jobs for poor women:
In Bangladesh M C C helps
poor w o m e n start
businesses by providing
t h e m with m a n a g e m e n t
training, marketing
assistance and credit. $ 2 5
allows one w o m a n to join a
one- or t w o - w e e k course.
$ 1 5 , 0 0 0 is t h e program's
annual cost. Please include
project number B 7 0 2 - 6 0
with your contribution.

Four n e w M C C audiovisuals
available

• • •

• • •

On September 25, 1990, life-long Mennonite missionary
John E. Coffman died in London, England. Coffman
began his ministry of service during World War II as an
MCC relief worker. During the war's early days, he
wanted the people who interacted with workers or
participated in MCC program to know the meaning of our
ministry. On April 21, 1941, he wrote MCC's executive
office suggesting that MCC material resources carry an
organizational label and motto such as "In the name of
Christ."
From that time on MCC has been identified with that
apostolic phrase from the New Testament. "In the name
of Christ" was never formally adopted as the MCC motto.
But that simple suggestion quickly caught on and is used
in various ways as the goal and norm of all workers, the
guiding principle for all program development.
The theme of this report is "Good news in hard times."
John Coffman understood that in the midst of the London
blitz there could be "good news" when presented "In the
name of Christ."
People like you who prayed; encouraged workers; shared
funds, food and clothing and volunteered time are
essential to MCC's ministry "In the name of Christ." In
these ways you are part of being good news in hard
times. When we think about all the workers, constituents,
friends in North America and abroad who support the
ministry of MCC, we "give thanks every day for
everything to our God and Father." (Eph. 5:20)

(May) Wells for clean water:
Rural communities in
Nicaragua suffer w a t e r
shortages in t h e hot dry
season. T h r e e Mennonite
communities there plan to
dig t w o new wells and
improve a third. $ 5 1 . 6 6
buys c e m e n t and other
materials for one well.
Please include project
number B 9 2 2 - 3 0 with your
contribution.

Material resource
projects
• * •
(April) Health kits: 1 9 9 1
requests for M C C health kits
include 6 , 0 0 0 kits for
Argentina, Ethiopia,
Jamaica, Nicaragua and
West Bank. Additional
requests will come during
t h e year. To prepare a
health kit, place these items
in an 8 - by 10-inch (20- by
25-centimeter) drawstring
bag: a toothbrush, familysize tube of toothpaste, bar
of soap, nail clipper with file
and dark hand towel.
• • •

(May) Sheets: In 1 9 9 1 M C C
will send 1 , 8 0 0 sheets to
Ethipia, Haiti and t h e West
Bank. Single-sized flat
sheets are preferred. They
may be white or colored.

Service: Learning while
helping, a 1 3 - m i n u t e VHS
video, follows four youth
groups' experiences with
SWAP and DOOR, shortt e r m service programs in
Kentucky and Denver.
• • •

Walking on holy ground, a
nine-minute VHS video, tells
stories f r o m t h e lives of
t h r e e Bangladeshi w o m e n
and an M C C volunteer who
b e c a m e a friend to t h e m .
• • •

W h e a t straw cards: Making
a difference in Bangladesh,
a seven-minute VHS video,
shows how a job creation
project among Bangladesh
w o m e n has improved their
lives.
• • •
Stories on t h e way, a 33minute VHS video or 1 6 m m
film, shows examples of
M C C ' s work and mission.
Features stories from
Bangladesh, Labrador,
Miami, Nicaragua,
SELFHELP Crafts and
Mennonite Disaster Service.
• • •

All M C C audiovisuals are
available for free loan.
Contact t h e M C C Akron
Resource Library, PO Box
5 0 0 , Akron, PA 1 7 5 0 1 - 0 5 0 0 ,
phone (717) 8 5 9 - 1 1 5 1 ;
M C C Canada, 134 Plaza
Drive, Winnipeg, M B R3T
5 K 9 , phone (204) 2 6 1 - 6 3 8 1
or an M C C regional or
provincial office.
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Executive Secretary
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attended the Urbana Conference to learn about
the spiritual needs and missions opportunities
among the earth's five billion people.
The young adult fellowship of the Free Grace
congregation. Millersburg, Pa., enjoyed a night of
bowling on Jan. 25. • On Jan. 20, the Hummelstown. Pa., congregation viewed "Rally for Life
^O." a video on the little publicized but largest
celebration of life and anti-abortion rally. •
" H o m e m a k e r s Being Sensitive to World Needs"
was the subject of Lois Wolgemuth's talk Jan. 24
at the Ladies' Morning Break meeting of the Lancaster, Pa., church. • The Manheim, Pa., congregation had a missions update by A. Graybill Brubaker on J a n . 13. • Adults of the Manor congregation. Mountville. Pa., studied segments of the
new proposed doctrinal statement during Wednesday night meetings. On Jan. 26, the congregation hosted an all-day volleyball tourney.
A clubs award night was scheduled for Jan. 6 by
the Mastersonville congregation, Manheim. Pa.
Two new members were received Jan. 6. • On Jan.
13 Bishop H o f f m a n paid his first visit to the Millersville. Pa., congregation. Feb. 3 was Youth
Sunday with speaker Bob Love, a luncheon, and
afternoon activities. • Twenty-six people attended
the J a n . 6 noon concert of prayer offered by the
Mt. Pleasant church. Mount Joy, Pa. • The Palmyra, Pa., church offered a six-week course,
"Help! I'm a P a r e n t . " T h e congregation began the
Chapel of the Air 50-Day Adventure on Feb. 10. •
Alec and T a m m y Harrison, Bible translators in
Brazil for four years, spoke on Jan. 16 to the
Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa. Pastor King held
an informal meeting on J a n . 27 for young people
wishing to consider conscientious objector status.
The young adults of the Refton, Pa., congregation had a retreat J a n . 18-20 with Steve Shenk at
Blue Mountain Christian Retreat. • The children
of the Shenks congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa.,
are engaged in a "Flight for Kids" program
through Missions Aviation Fellowship. • Singles
f r o m the Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg,
Pa., attended the J a n . 10 Community Theatre
production of "Social Security." The church held a
two-hour visitation training seminar on Jan. 7. •
The Dec. 30 service of the Stowe, Pa., congregation included renewing the membership covenant—
considering what it means to watch over one
another in love. • On J a n . 13 J o h n and Mim
Harnish presented a program to the Summit View
congregation. New Holland. Pa., to help persons
respond to Jehovah's Witnesses.

Reimer. former Timber Bay Children's Home
volunteers, showed slides of their work. Nine men
and women planned to help with the Timber Bay
wood harvest, Feb. 3-6. • On Jan. 26, the Massey
Place church. Saskatoon, Sask., held their first
working women's breakfast meeting with Charlotte Sider speaking on time management. On
Feb. 5 the women's ministry held a leadership
seminar with Eleanor Beaumont.
The North East Community congregation, Calgary, Alb., had a Jan. 20 leadership orientation on
the theme "Leaders Need Encouragement T o o ! " *
One person was baptized Jan. 20 at the Oak
Ridges, Ont., church. The Wednesday night young
people's groups have grown sufficiently to allow
for a separate youth group. • The Port Colborne,
Ont., church has designated each third Wednesday of the month as Prayer Fast Day. On Jan. 13
Bishop Shaw spoke on "Assets and Liabilities of
Church Growth."* The Torchmen were in concert
Jan. 27 at the Sherkston, Ont., church. Dr. Luke
Keefer was the speaker for Feb. 6-10 special services. • Butch Wedel is interning as youth pastor
from North American Baptist College for the
South Edmonton Community church, Edmonton, Alb. Two members were received on Jan. 27.
On Jan. 6 the Springvale, Ont., church had a
carry-in dinner to welcome Rick Silvestro as pastor and say farewell to Ross and Roxina Nigh. •
On Jan. 6, Scot and Jennifer White shared with
the Welland, Ont., congregation about their expe-

riences as missionaries in Mexico. • The Westheights congregation. Kitchener, Ont., viewed two
Frank Tillapaugh videos in January. The church
had a Jan. 12 family skate and chili supper.

Central Conference
On Jan. 6 the Bethel congregation, Merrill,
Mich., issued 21 Sundayschool perfect attendance
awards. Nine persons completed the NAE Read
the Bible Through in 1990 p r o g r a m . * On Jan. 19,
the Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, enjoyed a "Cruise Party aboard the Amherst Princess" complete with talent show. "The Radicals"
was shown on Jan. 20. • The youth of the Ashland,
Ohio, congregation held a lock-in Jan. 11-12.
George and Ethel Bundy were guests for the Feb.
2-3 missions conference. • The Beulah Chapel
congregation, Springfield, Ohio, had a Jan. 12
family skate. • On Jan. 6 the women of the Christian Union congregation, Garrett, Ind., had a
secret sisters revealing party.
Jan. 11 was a day of fasting and prayers round
the clock for the Fairview congregation, Englewood, Ohio. In the evening, the community ministerium sponsored a three-hour service with several
speakers. The fast was broken the next morning
with breakfast at a nearby Holiday Inn. • On Jan.
26, the youth of the Highland church. West Mil-
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Canadian Conference
On Jan. 6 the Bertie congregation, Stevensville,
Ont., heard the farewell sermon of Greg Funk,
leaving to serve the Barrie church planting. Installation of D o n and Jackie M iddlemiss was Jan. 13.
• Dr. Laurie Hadden, new Director of the Canadian Board for Congregational Life, will have an
office in the Bridlewood church, Agincourt, Ont. •
The Delisle, Sask., church enjoyed a Feb. 3 music
program by Prairie Praise. The congregation
viewed the film "Caught" on Feb. 10. • Kim Long
was speaker at the J a n . 15 Ladies Coffee Hour of
the Falls View church, Niagara Falls, Ont. On Jan.
6 Karl Fretz shared about his missions trip to
Central America.
On Feb. 3 the Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., had a visit f r o m Bishop Shaw. • On Jan.
6 the Kindersley, Sask., congregation was introduced to the ministry of M C C with the video
"Stories on the Way." On Jan. 20 Ike and Pat

March 1991

A retreat for
pastors and denominational leaders
of the Brethren in Christ Church
July 8-12,1991
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.
Guest speaker: Dr. Henry Schmidt
Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary, Fresno, Calif.
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ton, Ohio, had a design-your-own-pizza party
with games, music, and fun. • Forty persons of the
Lakeview church, Goodrich, Mich., enjoyed New
Year's Eve at the parsonage with Pastor J o h n and
Bonnie Walker. • On the evening of Jan. 13 Roger
Williams shared the paper "A non-resistant approach to peace" with the Nappanee, Ind., congregation. There was opportunity for prayer and
discussion on the Middle East crisis. Dane Bailey
was in concert on Feb. 3.
The Peace Chapel church, Ravenna, Ohio,
hosted the Central Conference B E C P on Jan. 12.
Director of Bishops J o h n Byers spoke in the Jan.
13 service. • On Jan. 13 the Phoneton congregation, Tipp City, Ohio, had a leadership training
meeting for board members. A painting day was
scheduled for Feb. 2. • A new member joined the
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church on Jan. 13. "Two
Masters," a film on biblical principles for handling
debt and finances, was shown Jan. 20. • On Jan.
20 Bishop Ginder took part in a consecration
service for new deacons, board officers, and
teachers of the Sippo Valley congregation, Massillon, Ohio. • In January, the Union Grove church,
New Paris, Ind., began a series on contemporary
moral/ethical decisions facing Christians. The
first topic was A I D S .

Midwest Conference
Financial support is being raised for several
members of the Abilene, Kan., congregation going
to help build the church in Cagua, Venezuela. •
The Community church, Colorado Springs, Colo.,
planned to make 10,000 calls in a five-week phone
outreach campaign. • Bishop and Mrs. Ginder
were present Feb. 3 with the Oklahoma City,
Okla., congregation for the installation of Steve
Lehman as pastor. • Charles Norman presented a
Jan. 16 magic show for the Rosebank congregation, Hope, Kan. • The Board for Brotherhood
Concerns sponsored a Jan. 11 meeting at the Zion
church, Abilene, Kan., to discuss expansion of
Fort Riley and the Persian Gulf crisis. Mike Frey
led a Jan. 13 evening meeting on current trends in
missions.

Pacific Conference
The Chino, Calif., church had a workday
recently to prepare for installation of new classroom carpet. The annual council meeting and
potluck were Jan. 20. • Paul Hostetler brought

greetings Jan. 20 to the Moreno congregation,
Moreno Valley, Calif. The congregation had a
ministry group leadership training class on Feb. 3.
• The Pacific Highway church, Salem, Ore., has
resumed youth group meetings under the direction
of Pastor Denny and Linda Sanders. • Carl Raser
recently taught a four-week class on conscientious
objection for young people of the Upland, Calif.,
church. The Male Chorus from Azusa Pacific
University was in concert Jan. 20. The church
raised $8,700 to send their youth to YouthQuest
90. • The Walnut Valley congregation. Walnut,
Calif., had family camp J a n . 25-27 at Mile High
Pines with John Schletewitz as speaker.

Southeast Conference
Henry Ginder was speaker for Jan. 13-16
Renewal Week meetings of the Community Bible
church, Sarasota, Fla. To the envy of many in cold
sections of North America, the church Softball
team began its season on Feb. 18. • On Jan. 13 the
Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., viewed
the film "The Genesis Solution." The initiating
committee of the Southeast Conference met at the
church on Jan. 26. • The Winchester, Va., congregation began a study of Jeremiah in January.

Susquehanna Conference
Dr. Luke Keefer, Jr., was recently promoted from associate professor to
full professor of church history and theology at Ashland Theological Seminary, Ashland, Ohio. Dr. Keefer joined the seminary faculty in 1987 after
teaching at Messiah College for 16 years. He and his wife Doris live in
Ashland with their two sons.
Thomas Nelson publishers have released the first study Bible written from
the Wesleyan perspective since 1755. Entitled The Wesleyan Bible: A Personal
Study Bible for Holy Living, it is available in a hardcover version for $34.95.
(Bonded leather and leather bindings are promised later.) Using the New King
James version, it features articles on Wesleyan doctrine, texts which Wesley
interpreted to indicate entire sanctification, and notes from such Wesleyan
leaders as Charles Wesley, Adam Clarke, John Fletcher, Aaron M. Hills,
Daniel Steele, E. Stanley Jones, and Samuel Logan Brengle. The Wesley Bible
is available from your local Christian Light Bookstore.
MCC is compiling a directory of photographers who are Mennonite or
Brethren in Christ, or have connections with those communities. The directory will be available to MCC and other church organizations and individuals
wishing to identify photographers for assignments, exhibits, or other activities. If you are a professional or serious amateur photographer with connections to the Mennonite or Brethren in Christ Churches, and would be interested in being listed in this directory, contact Howard Zehr, Mennonite
Central Committee, P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500, phone (717)
859-1151.
Error patrol: An alert Canadian librarian recently called our attention to
an error in the Visitor volume numbering. He wrote: "Back in May 1989, Vol.
102 became Vol. 103. Accordingly, Vol. 102 [which should have been all of
1989] has only four issues and Vol. 103 has only eight issues." We have
corrected the volume number with this March issue, and call attention to this
problem to all other librarians who may want to make appropriate changes in
their records. (1990 should have been Vol. 103, and 1991 will be Vol. 104.)

etc_
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Bishop Hawbaker brought the Jan. 20 evening
message to the Big Valley congregation, Belleville,
Pa. A Gideon representative spoke on Jan. 27. •
On Jan. 20, the Carlisle, Pa., congregation had a
congregational hearing regarding the position of a
church business administrator. The youth held
their annual spaghetti supper and auction on Jan.
18. • On J a n . 6 Wilbur Benner shared about his
Korea trip with the Cedar Grove congregation,
Mifflintown, Pa. Tim and Lori Zimmerman, and
Sherry Peachey have joined Youth Evangelism
Service. They are headed for Honduras. • The
Cumberland Valley congregation, Dillsburg, Pa.,
had a Jan. 12 sledding and game night. The Jacobs
Brothers were in concert Jan. 13. • Dorothy Gish
was speaker at the Feb. 9 Valentine banquet of the
Dillsburg congregation.
The Fairview congregation, New Cumberland,
Pa., reports an average attendance of 41 in 1990,
the highest in 10 years, and up f r o m 12 in 1987. •
The youth of the Grantham, Pa., congregation
sponsored a family spaghetti dinner on J a n . 26.
Feb. 2 was an all-church skating party. • The Jan.
20 evening sermon at the Jemison Valley church,
Westfield, Pa., was "God's Peace Plan."On Feb. 3
the congregation viewed the M C C video "Stories
in the Making."* Feb. 1 and 2 were picture-taking
days for the new church directory of the Marsh
Creek congregation, Howard, Pa. • Several children of the Mechanicsburg, Pa., church have
joined the adopt-a-grandparent program of the
Cumberland County Nursing Home.
The Messiah Village church, Mechanicsburg,
Pa., received seven new members on Dec. 30. •
The Morning Hour Chapel congregation, East
Berlin, Pa., began the Chapel of the Air 50-Day
Spiritual Adventure on Feb. 10. • The Jacobs
Brothers were in concert Jan. 6 at the Redland
Valley church, York Haven, Pa. The Boys Brigade
had a Feb. 9 swimming party at the West Shore
Y M C A . • On Jan. 3 board members and spouses
of the Wesley church, Mt. Holly Springs, Pa., had
a dinner at Brothers Restaurant. Bishop Hawbaker spoke in the morning worship on Jan. 20. •
The West Shore congregation, Mechanicsburg,
recently received five new members.
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For the Record
Births
Bowers: Timothy Owen, Nov. 26, 1990; Carlton and Carolyn Bowers, Pleasant Hill congregation, Ohio.
Brubaker: Rachael Irene, Dec. 31,1990; Wayne
and Karyn (Olsen) Brubaker, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Burger: Nicole Clara, Dec. 28, 1990; Anthony
and Tammie (Martin) Burger, Pomeroy Chapel
congregation, Tenn.
Campbell: Tyler Thomas, Jan. 1; Bruce and
Dianne (Wingert) Campbell, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Cassell: Shelby Anne, Dec. 30, 1990; Randy
and Barbara (Engle) Cassell, Dillsburg congregation, Pa.
Duncan: Bethany Crystal, Dec. 18, 1990; Morris and Laura (Smith) Duncan, Upland congregation, Calif.
Funk: Alexander Phillip, Jan. 15; Phillip and
Kathy (Breneman) Funk, Manor congregation.
Pa.
Funk: James Andrew, Jan. 18; Richard and
Joyce (Burkholder) Funk. M a n o r congregation.
Pa.
Gerlach: Emily Nicole, Dec. 29, 1990; Bryan
and Lynn (Ranzinger) Gerlach, Manor congregation, Pa.
Gold: Travis Wyatt, Jan. 16; Dwight and Amy
(Martin) Gold, M a n o r congregation. Pa.
Good: Conrad Mitchell, Jan. 2; Anthony and
Sue (Lehman) Good, Manheim congregation. Pa.
Heisey: Victoria Leanne, Aug. 24, 1990; chosen
daughter of Jim and Gloria (Kipe) Heisey, Elizabethtown congregation. Pa.
Hulett: Maggie Lynn, J a n . 18; Larry and Lori
(Hawes) Hulett, Falls View congregation, Ont.
Kauffman: A d a m Parke, Jan. 14; Parke and
Mary J a n e ( M c N a m a r a ) Kauffman, Manor congregation, Pa.
Keiper: Melissa Joy, Dec. 15, 1990; James and
D e b o r a h (Gutshall) Keiper, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.
Kerchner: Jerome Edward, J a n . 10; Karl and
Patti (Eisenhart) Kerchner, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Long: Daniel Brent, Dec. 18, 1990; Ken and
Renee (Sorace) Long, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.
Musser: Ashley Elizabeth, Dec. 12, 1990; Jeff
and Beth Musser, Mechanicsburg congregation,
Pa.
Nigh: Levi Paul J o h a n , Dec. 8, 1990; Paul and
Brila (Borssen) Nigh, North East Community
congregation, Alb.
Riggin: J o h n Walter Lewis, Dec. 4, 1990; Walter and Lori (Dressier) Riggin, Millersville congregation, Pa.
Rintz: Eric Lefever and Marc William, Dec.
27,1990; Carl and Cathy (Ebersole) Rintz, M a n o r
congregation. Pa.
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Wagner: Andrew James, Mar. 28, 1990; Kent
and Judy Wagner, Fairland congregation. Pa.
Wilson: T h o m a s Roy, Dec. 25, 1990; T o m and
Patti (Day) Wilson, Stayner congregation, Ont.
Worley: Leesann Noelle, Dec. 20,1990; Robert
and Bernice (Shafer) Worley. Upland congregation, Calif.

Weddings
Book-Glenny: Faye Glenny and Wayne
Book, Oct. 5, 1990, at Upland Brethren in Christ
Church with Dr. Walter Winger officiating.
Ellis-Bibby: Katherine Anne, daughter of Patricia and the late Richard Bibby, Stouffville, Ont.,
and Richard Eugene, son of Helen and the late Ed
Ellis, Stouffville, Dec. 29, 1990, at Oak Ridges
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ken Smith
officiating.
Frey-Warner: Elverda M., daughter of Earl
and Carol Warner, Columbia, Pa., and Michael
B., son of Charles and Ann Frey, Willow Street,
Pa., Jan. 20, at Manor Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz officiating.
Gersch-Detwiler: Amee, daughter of Thomas
and Joan Detwiler, Woodbury, Pa., and Charles
M., Jr., son of Charles and Karen Gersch, Robertsdale. Pa., Oct. 13, 1990, at Martinsburg Mennonite C h u r c h with Rev. David Climenhaga
officiating.
Hess-Charles: Florence A. Charles, Lancaster,
Pa., and William M. Hess, Sr., Washington Boro,
Pa., Jan. 19, at Pequea Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Omer E. King officiating.
Johnson-Brubaker: Cheryl I., d a u g h t e r of
Samuel and Verna Brubaker, Manheim. Pa., and
George Dennis Johnson, Bronx, N.Y., Sept. 29,
1990, at Erisman's Mennonite Church with Rev.
G l e n n D a l t o n a n d Rev. Christine Albright
officiating.
Martin-Hess: Julie, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Hess. Greencastle, Pa., and Keith, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Arlin Martin, Maugansville, Md.,
Dec. 8, 1990, at Otterbein Church with Rev. Wilb u r W. B e n n e r a n d Rev. C h a r l e s S u n d a y
officiating.

Russell-Zeigler: Elizabeth A. Zeigler, Myerstown, Pa., and Wayne A. Russell, Duncannon,
Pa., Dec. 1,1990, at West Shore Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. James Sollenberger officiating.
Stern-Jeffries: Heidi Suzanne, daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. Clark W. Jeffries, Roaring Spring, Pa.,
and Bradley Jay, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Dean
Stern, Roaring Spring, Dec. 15, 1990, at Grace
Brethren Church with Rev. Avery Musser, Rev.
James Brady, Rev. William Snell, and Rev. Earl
Herr officiating.
Tumilty-Yantz: Heather Ellen, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Dale Yantz, Lebanon, Pa., and Matthew
Thomas, son of Charlotte Tumilty and Thomas
Tumilty, Lebanon, Dec. 29, 1990, at Fairland
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Vern Bosserman officiating.
Wilson-Wendt: Amanda Louise, daughter of
Roger and Nancy Wendt, Derry, New Hampshire,
and Robert Allen, son of Burt and Sue Wilson,
Poway, Calif., Jan. 12 at First Assembly of God,
Derry, New Hampshire.

Obituaries
Baker: Orville Josephus Baker, born Aug. 25,
1923, son of Rev. Charles and Mae Baker, died
Dec. 14, 1990. Surviving are his wife, Kathleen
(Wyant); two daughters, Fern Kenyon and Lucille
Robson; two sons, Louis and James; seven grandchildren; a brother, Marshall; and two sisters, Lila
Osburn and Lois Ruegg. He was a lifetime
member of the Stayner, Ont., congregation where
the funeral was held with Rev. Darrell Winger,
Rev. George C. Sheffer, and Rev. Ivan Franck
officiating. Interment was in Stayner Union
Cemetery.
Bigham: Lottie B. Bigham, born Aug. 16. 1898,
daughter of Elmer and Rebecca Woodring Carbaugh, died Jan. 9. She was the widow of Elmer
Bigham, who died in 1970. Surviving are 4 children, Hilda Myers, Paul D., Elmer L., and Howard J.; 11 grandchildren; and 22 great-grandchildren. Lottie and her husband were among the
early adherents of the Brethren in Christ Church
at Iron Springs, Pa. In her later years, she maintained an interest in the missions programs of the
church. Funeral services were held at the Monahan Funeral Home, Fairfield, with Rev. Earl D.

Regional managers announced for
Christian Light Bookstores chain
Effective Feb. 1, 1991, the Christian
Light Bookstore general administration
has been divided into three geographic
regions. Each of these regions has a
district manager. The position of general manager of the Christian Light
Bookstore chain has been replaced by
the three district managers.
District managers are Frances Ulery
(Pomona, Calif.; Nappanee, Ind.; Dayton and Beaver Creek, Ohio), Nelson
Byers (Waynesboro and Chambersburg,
Pa.; Hagerstown and Frederick, Md.),
and Glenn Hess (Williamsport, Leba-

non, Lancaster, Elizabethtown, and
York, Pa.).
They will continue to manage their
present bookstores as they accept additional district manager responsibilities.
Frances Ulery manages the Pomona
bookstore. Nelson Byers manages the
Chambersburg store. Glenn Hess is the
manager of the Lebanon bookstore.
Each of these managers has been with
the Board for Media Ministries for
many years and has extensive experience in Christian bookstore management.
•
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Giving—a
personal testimony
by Donald R. Zook
My first teaching on tithing came
from a very important person in my
life—my mother. I was approximately
seven years old.
One Monday, after a vigorous family
discussion on how much money we
should put into the Sunday school offering, my mother told me that she and my
father had decided it was time for me to
get an allowance. My allowance would
be ten cents a week. She then explained
God's biblical teaching on tithing. The
amount 1 gave God out of my allowance
was up to me. But it should never be less
than a tenth of my income.
Apparently, giving me financial responsibility worked well. Not long afterwards my parents gave me a substantial
increase in my allowance, and informed
me that this larger allowance would be
used to make my own purchase decisions for personal care items such as
clothing and haircuts. The amount of
my tithe increased proportionately.
When 1 was ten years old, our family
moved from a York County farm to the
urban setting of Harrisburg. A district
supervisor offered me an opportunity to
go into business for myself. I became a
paper boy. I bought newspapers from
the publisher and sold them to people in
our neighborhood. My father set up an
accounting system for me so that I
would not spend the money some customers gave me in advance. My income
multiplied when 1 was offered a larger
route with more customers, and then a
morning route as well. It was easy to
tithe. By the time of my high school
graduation I had enough money saved
to cover my first two years of college.
During my college years God provided me with enough employment so

Donald R. Zook is Executive Director of
Brethren in Christ Stewardship Services.
This is the fifth in a series of personal testimonies on giving.
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that all my college bills were paid and
there was enough money in my savings
account to cover the expense of a round
trip to Africa as a voluntary service
worker. I was convinced that tithing was
a painless plan that God had developed
for financing his work around the world.
During my first term of service in
Africa (1955-1963), my missionary assignment there included responsibilities
as mission treasurer. The missions office
in Elizabethtown would send money
and a whole list of individuals and congregations who contributed money for
missionary allowances and for special
projects. After distributing the money, I
wrote thank you letters to those who
had sent part of their tithes for mission
work in Africa. I learned to know (by
correspondence) many congregational
treasurers and others who enjoyed hearing how God blessed their giving. I
enjoyed the privilege of getting to know
a whole host of cheerful tithers throughout the Brethren in Christ Church.
My first encounter with the concept
of faith promise giving occurred in 1963
when our family came back to North
America for furlough. One of my deputation contacts was with Oswald J.
Smith, pastor of the Peoples Church in
Toronto. The Peoples Church had made
several very generous contributions to
the Matopo Book Centre in Zimbabwe
while I was manager there. Pastor Smith
invited me to attend their annual monthlong missionary conference and then to
speak during the final Sunday evening
service.
This congregation believed and practiced raising money by giving an opportunity for a faith promise commitment.
Each member sought God's guidance
for an amount they wanted to give to
missions during the upcoming year. If
God provided the income, they would
put it in the missionary offering. If God
did not supply the funds that year, they
had no further obligation. But each year

the commitments from this one congregation for overseas missions were approximately the same as the total of all
the Brethren in Christ congregations in
North America. And each year the
actual annual giving was more than the
total commitments. Thus God gave me
the privilege of observing a faith promise plan of giving in action.
My next encounter with the faith
promise followed our second term of
missionary service. I was teaching at
Messiah College. A member of the
Grantham congregation visited our
home and asked for a three-year commitment towards the cost of an addition
to the church building. This was a call [
for giving beyond the tithe. My feeble
response was that we would give to the
building project any sales commissions j
which would come in from a part-time
job. It was a feeble effort. But it did
provide an opportunity to experience
faith promise giving.
While I was still teaching at Messiah ;
College a man of God, an acquaintance !
and friend from Zimbabwe, Stephen
Ndlovu, talked with me. He had served
as principal of our Brethren in Christ
Bible Institute in Zimbabwe. He pre- i
sented the need for financial assistance j
so that some of our church leaders there
could attend the Bible Institute and get
better equipped for service. By this time
the Lord had provided some extra income from an educational program
designed to help college graduates pass
the CPA exam.
I decided to give as a "tithe" one-third
of our extra business income to God's
work. Another one-third would be used
to finance family "needs"such as summer
Christian camps for our children, family
vacations, home repairs and improvements, etc. The final third was to be put
into a future "needs" account for children's education, retirement, etc. We
continued to tithe our primary source of
income received as salary from Messiah
College.
This one-third "tithe" was enough to
cover the annual expenses of three family men attending Bible Institute in
Zimbabwe. Soon that amount increased
so that it was enough to support twelve
students. Other ministry areas that have
been supported include Brethren in
Christ evangelists in India, a school
classroom at Macha Hospital, special
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Brechbill officiating. Interment was in Fairfield
Union Cemetery.

needs in Nicaragua, Mozambique, and
South Africa, and a host of others. It has
been an enlightening and amazing discovery to see how much can be accomplished in Third World countries with
relatively few American dollars. I enjoy
the "shopping list" of giving opportunities which are prepared every year by the
Brethren in Christ World Missions. It is
called the Projects Handbook. Every
project in this handbook is part of the
approved Cooperative Ministries budget.
Some time later came the realization
that our family did not need all of the
one-third previously allocated to the
family. We now have our annual "ceiling"—an amount which we do not
exceed for personal and family needs.
There also has been an endeavor to
compute "How much is enough?" for
retirement needs. God has helped us to
raise our present level of giving to more
than 50 percent of our earned income.
We no longer need to worry about taxdeductible receipts for every project; in
recent years we have exceeded the 50
percent of taxable income allowed on
our federal income tax returns.
It is interesting to me to look back
and observe the major steps of faith in
my personal spiritualjourney as it relates
to stewardship. All the important concepts came from the Lord to me through
personal one-on-one contacts. My
mother, Oswald Smith, a peer in the
Grantham congregation, Bishop Ndlovu—all were God's messengers to encourage me to greater faith and more
complete obedience. This may be one
reason why I feel God uses people in
order to help us grow in stewardship
understanding and practice.
When I responded to God's call to
serve on the mission field, I anticipated
that our "giving to the Lord's work"
would be in the areas of talents, energies,
and knowledge. I expected that God
would have to depend upon others to
give financially. But God has done
abundantly more than we have asked.
He has even exceeded the plans and
goals that we have thought about.
And God has also given us the joy of
getting to know Brethren in Christ people in North America and around the
world who are giving abundantly, cheerfully, and enthusiastically. To God be
the glory; great things he hath done!
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Bowman: J o h n Bowman, Mar. 7, 1913, died
Dec. 12, 1990. He is survived by his wife, Emma;
two sons, J o h n and William; a stepson, Ralph;
three daughters, Anna Mae, Betty, and Mary; and
five grandchildren. He was a member of the Maytown, Pa., congregation. A graveside service was
held at West Greentree Cemetery, Elizabethtown,
with Rev. Don Price officiating.
Engle: Kathryn Bernice Engle, born Sept. 18,
1932, in Abilene, Kan., died Dec. 14,1990. Surviving are two brothers, Mahlon W. and Earl; two
sisters, Doris Mason and L. Maxine Heise; and
several nieces and nephews. Rev. Ron Bowell officiated at the funeral. Interment was in Union
Cemetery.
Haring: Charles A. Haring. born Apr. 10,
1914, died Dec. 17, 1990. Preceding him was his
wife Alma M. (Harro). Surviving are 7 sons,
Robert F„ K. David, Ronald L„ Darvin C„
Gerald R., Daniel L., and Cleon L.; 6 daughters,
Ada Fetrow, Lois Pannebaker, Anne Seifert,
Sandra Fogle, Sharon Bushman, and Linda Redcay; a brother, Russell; 2 sisters, Margaret Hare
and Virgie Erhart; 39 grandchildren; and 24greatgrandchildren. Charles was a retired secretarytreasurer and former co-owner of Stanley Springs
Works, Harrisburg. He was a member of the West
Shore congregation, Pa. The funeral was held at
the Lewisberry United Methodist Church with Dr.
Henry Ginder and Rev. William R. Feeser officiating. Interment was in Emanuel Cemetery.
Miller: Oscar P. Miller, born Oct. 28,1903, son
of Lafayette and Anna Salome (Feathers) Miller,
died Jan. 3. Surviving are his wife, Arlene (Dull); a
son, Charles L„ a granddaughter, Suzanne; and a
great-granddaughter, Lori. He was a member of
the Springhope congregation. Pa. The funeral was
held at Mickle-Geisel Funeral Home, Schellsburg,
with Rev. Samuel Oldham and Rev. Kenneth
Mackie officiating. Interment was in Mt. Olivet
Cemetery.
Myers: Lyle Keefer Myers, born Sept. 1, 1918,
son of Rev. J. Lester and Emma (Keefer) Myers,
died J a n . 2. Surviving are his wife, Dorothy; a
daughter. Donna R.; five sons, Douglas, Dennis,

Dwight, Daryl, and Dean; two brothers, J. Lester
and Daniel O.; and a sister, Dorothy Sider. Lyle
retired from Grove Manufacturing in 1982 after 19
years of employment. He was active in Gospel
Tide Hour, and a member of the Montgomery
congregation, Pa. Services were held at the church
with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner and Bishop Charlie
Byers officiating. Interment was in the church
cemetery.
Smith: Clarence D. Smith, born Dec. 4, 1932,
died Jan. 5. Surviving are his parents, C. Earl and
Bessie Smith; and three daughters, Tammy B.,
Kelly J. Checket, and Robin D. He was a member
of the Manheim congregation, Pa. A memorial
service was held at Kreamer Funeral Home with
Dr. Roy J. Peterman officiating. Interment was in
Grand View Memorial Park, Annville, Pa.
Steckley: Esther Theresa Steckley, born Feb. 6,
1901, in Detroit, Kan., died Nov. 5, 1990. She was
preceded in death by her husband, Rev. Elmer
Steckley. Surviving are 3 sons, Alvin, Earl, and
John; 10 grandchildren; 2 great-grandchildren; a
sister, Dorthy; and a brother, John. Esther attended the Falls View congregation, Ont., for
many years. She was cook at Niagara Christian
College and was known as Mother Steckley to the
students. She was a member of the Bertie congregation where the funeral service was held with
Rev. Dwayne Hulett and Rev. Ross Nigh officiating. Interment was in the Bertie cemetery.
Troutman: Jean Louise Troutman, born Sept.
23, 1929, daughter of Leonard and Susanna
Good, died Jan. 9. Preceding her in death was her
husband James. Surviving are a son, Richard; a
daughter, Gloria; a brother, Leonard; a sister,
Marie; and seven grandchildren. She was a member of the Free Grace congregation, Pa., where the
funeral was held with Rev. Edwin Kessler officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery.
Winger: Anna Pearl Winger, 90, died Dec. 17,
1990. Preceding her in death were four sisters and
her husband, Ernest. She is survived by one son,
Paul; two granddaughters; and two great-grandchildren. She was a member of the Bertie congregation, Ont., where the funeral service was held
with Rev. Greg Funk officiating. Interment was in
the church cemetery.
•

Two Brethren in Christ to
address holiness convention
The Christian Holiness Association
will hold its 123rd annual convention
April 16-18,1991, at the Radisson Hotel
North in Columbus, Ohio. "Our Wesleyan Heritage" is the convention theme
as the association commemorates the
bicentennial of John Wesley's death.
Dr. Luke Keefer, Jr., faculty member
of the Ashland (Ohio) Theological
Seminary, and Emerson C. Frey, who
chairs the Board for Media Ministries,
are Brethren in Christ speakers on the
program. Other major speakers include
Dr. Benjamin F. Reid, from the Church
of God (Anderson); Dr. Wesley Duewel,
OMS International; Rev. Stephen Manley, Church of the Nazarene; and Com-

missioner Andrew S. Miller (retired),
from the Salvation Army.
Nine CHA commissions will present
seminars on topics related to the general
theme. The Women's Commission will
feature Ruth Messerschmidt as a breakfast speaker. A singer and musician, she
plays the flute, saw, and goblets. Edwin
Messerschmidt, a Bible teacher and lay
trainer, will lead a Women's Commission seminar, "The World—My Parish," focusing on witnessing.
For more information about the 1991
convention, contact the Christian Holiness Association, P.O. Box 100, Wilmore,KY 40390. Phone (606) 858^091.
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Reflections on the 1990
historic peace church gathering
by J. Wilmer Heisey
At the request of the Boardfor Brotherhood Concerns, Wilmer Heisey attended a gathering of representatives from
the historic peace churches on October
12-14, 1990. This gathering was to discern where peace churches are at this
point in history and perhaps to reactivate old alliances and work toward continued cooperation. Wilmer is retired
from many years of church service, most
recently as Executive Secretary of MCC
U.S. He serves on the Boardfor Media
Ministries, is a member of the Cross
Roads Brethren in Christ Church, (Pa.)
and teaches part-time at Lancaster Mennonite High School.
In the gathering of twenty-nine persons at the Cabrini Retreat Center north
of Chicago, I had a clear sense that we
Brethren in Christ belong in that circle.
This gathering of representatives of the
historic peace churches did not meet to
rally around some slogan or mount a
media blitz—the time and effort were

focused on conversation, discernment,
and worship.
The historic peace churches discovered each other in their continuing
search for ways to be faithful while dealing with integrity with governments that
sometimes make demands of them that
run counter to their Kingdom commitments. This arrangement was most helpful during and after World War II, but
has continued to be a valuable resource
to each of the groups participating.
I learned some years ago that a good
meeting is one in which the participants
leave as changed persons. In the October
12-14 meetings, the diversity in age and
experience was a delightful part of the
mix. One of the youngest persons present wondered whether there would be
some merit in calling ourselves "modern" peace churches rather than "historic" peace churches.
Peace churches defined
One seldom finds either individuals or

Nurses and Nursing Students!
You can attend history-in-the-making
and help forge a Christian
future for nursing. Come to the first North American Conference for
Christian Nurses.
Theme:
Place:

Jesus Christ: the Hope of Nursing
Northwestern College

Date:

Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota
June 15-19, 1991
Sponsored by the Network of Christian Nurses

At this unique conference, you will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

hear plenary speakers lift up Christ as our personal and
professional hope
participate in small group Bible studies and attend seminars on critical
issues in nursing
worship Christ with hundreds of nurses and be commissioned to
serve him together in nursing
develop strategies for changing the future of nursing
network with dedicated nurses from a variety of Christian backgrounds
earn continuing education credits.

Request a registration brochure now!
Write/phone:

Nurses Christian Fellowship
P.O. Box 7895
Madison, Wl 53707-7895
(608/274-9001)

churches that are against peace. Christians owe allegiance to Jesus Christ who
is identified by almost all of us as the
Prince of Peace. But the implications of
peace for those who proclaim allegiance
to Christ are not easily summarized.
Since all societies need external assistance to achieve order, the question of
the division of labor in peacemaking
and/or peacekeeping must always be
considered. What are the roles of the
individual, the family, the church, the
government?
The historic peace churches are in
agreement that biblical concepts are the
foundation upon which believers order
their lives and become instruments of
peacemaking in their immediate environment. Their allegiance to Christ determines all other relationships including
submission to governments. The Church
of the Brethren, Friends (Quakers) and
Mennonites have from their earliest
formation turned to Scripture for guidance in faith and life issues. Each group
came to a clear understanding that
Christ is calling us to follow him, loving
our enemies and practicing nonresistant
relationships with all people. At the time
of the formation of what was to become
the Brethren in Christ, the earliest Confession of Faith states, "It is . . . completely forbidden to bear the sword for
revenge or defence [sic]."* While each of
these groups had distinctives that molded
their corporate life and identity, they
discovered one another as they faced the
difficult issues of being submissive to the
United States government in time of war
while remaining faithful to Christ to
whom they give ultimate loyalty and
obedience. The idea of suffering with
and for Christ was in their history. Thus,
they did not seek expedient compromise
on fundamental issues. They did, however, work creatively and imaginatively
together with government to make provisions for alternatives to military service.
Following each of the major wars of
this century there was a surge of interest
in peace. Riding the wave of revulsion
against the horrors and lingering tragedies of war, people of widely divergent
philosophies have promoted ideas of
peace. In this environment, biblical pacifist Christians have the added challenge
of deciding when to make common
cause with those who advocate peace,
although not from the disciplines of suffering love. Since the atomic bomb was
dropped on Hiroshima, Japan, by the
* Quest for Piety and Obedience, Wittlinger, 1978, p. 5 5 4 . '
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Americans in 1945, anti-war sentiment
has developed with special urgency.
There are many today who, while not
discovering their peace position from
the Scriptures, have come to a position
commonly called nuclear pacifism. That
leaves open the option of conventional
warfare for a "just cause." The historic
peace churches have never, nor do they
now, find license to lay aside their primary obligation to love their enemies,
do good to all people, and pray for their
persecutors. To live out that commitment, historic peace churches realize
that there is need for corporate witness.
The church also needs to support
(groups) who oppose governments that
require their citizens to take the sword.
Peace problems of people
from other traditions
Most of the 16th century reformers
did not turn back to the early church for
their model of faithfulness to a suffering
Christ. Most of Christendom, both Protestant and Catholic, has allowed governments to determine when and how to
use the sword. The church neglected the
question for centuries after Emperor
Constantine made his sword "Christian"
in defense of the church. Thus at this
dawn of the atomic age, individual
Christians have for the most part had to

search the Scriptures and their own consciences on matters of violence and war.
The historic peace churches have worked
continuously on this fundamental faith
issue in a corporate way for hundreds of
years. Yet millions of sincere Christians
have to face this issue in the loneliness of
their own heart and soul.
An important question for the historic peace churches today is how to be
most helpful to the many Christians of
other faith communities who are working through this timely issue. Some
bodies have worked on the issue hard
enough to bring it to the agenda of their
conferences. More often, people with
peace concerns have formed fellowships
outside the ecclesiastical structures. Understandably, one of the most difficult
issues is to process what for so many
centuries has been called the "just war
theory." It takes courage and humility to
face this issue biblically.
Peace problems within the
historic peace churches
One of the primary concerns of the
gathering at Cabrini was the concern for
faithfulness on the part of our own
memberships to the way of peace as
understood and taught in our various
fellowships. There is agreement among
us all that "membership" in a peace

Canadian store: No war toys
In November 1989 a Canadian department store chain issued this statement:
"Robinsons will no longer carry toys
which we feel may promote violence or
aggression in children. All of our toy
departments focus on toys, games and
activities that encourage cooperation,
creativity, and just plain fun."
The decision by Robinsons, a full-line
department store with 12 branches in
Ontario, was applauded by many and
scorned by some.
Ruth Klassen of Waterloo wrote,
"Robinsons' high ideals, in their choice
of toys, games and activities . . . are
supported by all who advocate nonviolence. Consumers have a powerful voice
and it is great to see that some retailers
will listen." Klassen is president of the
Ontario Women in Mission group, a
program of the General Conference
Mennonite Church, and headed a campaign to raise awareness of purchasing
nonviolent toys for children.
Last year the Ontario Women in M isMarch 1991

sion group passed a resolution to reverse
the "crude and thoughtless militarization of our children." The resolution
asked women's organizations in Ontario
to establish "war toy free zones" and
write letters to toy manufacturers expressing concern about war toys and
encouraging them to produce toys for
constructive play.
Klassen defined war toys as "all playthings which are used to solve conflict,
gain power, or win through violence and
which aim to wound or kill." And sometimes the violent themes in toys are quite
subtle.
A Mennonite woman in St. Catharines, Ont., went to her local Robinsons
store to purchase a Batman doll for her
grandson. She was surprised and a bit
indignant that the vigilante superhero
was not carried by their toy department.
Later she read a letter to the editor
penned by Klassen about war toys and
reconsidered the appropriateness of toys
like Batman.

church does not of itself assure that a
person within our congregations will
walk by the disciplines of the way of
peace and nonresistant love. In fact,
there is a sobering awareness that we
have lived through an extended period
of accommodation to our society with
its affluence and inducements to individual self-interest. Too often "the way
of the Cross" means something fuzzily
spiritualized, as opposed to actually following Christ in our day-to-day relationships with friends, competitors, and
enemies. To live in a daily walk with
Christ, suffering as he did, will not be
learned automatically. It must be taught
and modelled. This is an active agenda
question for every Christian in every
congregation.
Conclusion
Although by our silence on the subject we Brethren in Christ seem tempted
to deny it, we have good news to share.
A gospel that calls on all believers to
follow Christ in his way of peace and
suffering love will lead us all to live
"questionable lives"—the kind that will
raise questions in the minds of others.
When they ask us what makes us different we will be able to bear testimony that
it is only Christ living in us that enables
us to love all people as he does.
•

Robinsons' decision to shun toys like
Batman came without external pressure. "We felt there was a need for a
retailer to do something different," said
Jocelyne Courage, special events coordinator at Robinsons' home office in
Burlington, Ont. "We believe in our policy not to sell toys that promote violence. We did it for kids'sake. For society's sake."
Courage said the response to their
policy has been overwhelmingly positive, although there has been some negative feedback. Public response may well
determine whether or not other stores
follow Robinsons' lead.
"We have to affirm groups that come
through," said Klassen. She and others
wrote letters to the editor of several
Ontario papers lauding Robinsons' toy
policy. "So often it is the women who do
the purchasing. We have a tremendous
opportunity to make a statement," said
Klassen. "Women's groups can take
action as peacemakers."—Beth Hege,
news service editor for the Mennonite
Church.
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MCC board calls for immediate
cease-fire, plans response to Gulf war
The 36-member board of Mennonite
Central Commitee is calling for an
immediate cease-fire in the Persian Gulf
War. That action came in a 1,000-word statement approved unanimously by the
board at its annual meeting, held January 25 to 26 in Archbold, Ohio.
Called "A plea for peace" and prepared by MCC staff, the statement
offers a formal response to the war by an
agency that represents most of the
380,000 Mennonites and Brethren in
Christ in North America. It includes
establishment of a fund for "relief and
reconstruction of war-affected areas"
and support for "an international conference to address comprehensively all
the problems of the Middle East."
The war cast its shadow over the
meeting, with board members and staff
huddled around transistor radios between sessions and sharing copies of

newspapers. Akron, Pa., headquarters
staff reported they have been meeting at
the start of each day for prayer and that
they observed the Emergency Sabbath
called by Christian Peacemaker Teams.
Board members struggled to make
the statement practical—and not just
another piece of paper. They agreed to
send it with a letter to every Mennonite
and Brethren in Christ congregation in
North America, to constituent and secular press and to government officials.
The statement contains seven points
of confession and seven points of commitment. The former includes the faith
basis for the document as well as
acknowledgement that "we have chosen
a world system dependent on military
domination rather than mutual regard
and respect for our common humanity."
The commitment includes sending Mennonite pastors to the Middle East to

MCC starts Persian Gulf war relief fund
While war rages in the Persian
Gulf, MCC has started a fund to
assist those in that part of the world
affected by the conflict.
The "Bridging the Gulf" fund, for
relief, reconstruction and reconciliation efforts in the region, was authorized in a "Plea for peace" adopted by
the MCC board at their annual meeting in Archbold, Ohio, January 24 to
26.

"This war has reopened old wounds
and deepened the chasm between
Muslim and Christian, Middle East
and West, Jew and Arab, Arab and
Arab," said Ray Brubacher, MCC
director of Overseas Services. "Bridges
need to be built so that we can again
embrace each other as brothers and
sisters."
Current MCC workers in the Middle East are a central part of MCC
"bridgebuilding,"said Nancy Heisey,
MCC associate executive secretary.
Part of the fund will go to support
MCC workers there.
MCC currently has 43 workers in
Cyprus, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon,
Sudan and the West Bank, involved
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in education, health and staff work.
MCC has had programs in the Middle East since 1949.
Money from the fund will also go
for an MCC pastoral team currently
being organized to visit the church
and community leaders in the Middle
East. The team "will tell them of our
despair over war and our desire for
peace," according to the "Plea for
peace" statement.
MCC is also considering plans for
relief work in the region. Brubacher
suggested one way to make contributions to the fund is to give 10 cents for
every dollar of gas one buys.
"Since the war began, the price of
gas has fallen about 10 cents a gallon
in the United States," he said. "This
implies that the war is connected to
oil. Putting a self-imposed 'tithe' on
gas will remind us of our daily connectedness to this war and simultaneously make a little contribution
to bridging the gulf."
Those wishing to contribute to the
"Bridging the Gulf'fund should contact their local MCC office.

demonstrate solidarity with the Christian minority there.
1991 budget, program plans
The board, which meets once a year,
also turned its attention to the regular
business of the annual meeting—approval of plans and budgets for the coming year and review of the past year's
activities.
The board is made up of representatives of all the denominations—large
and small—that support MCC. Ron
Mathies, a Mennonite Brethren from
Ontario, chairs the board. He is director
of peace and conflict studies at Conrad
Grebel College in Waterloo, Ont.
MCC Controller Ken Langeman reported that 1990 contributions were
$525,000 less than in 1989, and $975,000
less than budgeted, but the board agreed
to stick with the original plan to pass a
$36 million budget that calls for a 6
percent increase in contributions this
year. The board members stipulated,
though, that $900,000 in spending be
delayed until March to see how contributions are coming in by then.
Staff said they worry that church contributions are falling off and that they
increasingly rely on income from relief
sales, MCC shops and Canadian government grants. The board did not seem as
worried. Said Florence Driedger of
Saskatchewan: "I see the government
money as my tax dollars at work, and I
see the relief sales and MCC shops as
wonderful grassroots efforts."
International debt crisis statement
The board also approved an international debt crisis statement, a statement
that was two years in the making and in
its I2th draft.
This statement is important to MCC
"because our people and programs encounter its realities every day," noted
MCC's Food Aid Coordinator Hershey
Leaman, who introduced the sevenpage document. Third World countries
spend so much money trying to pay off
their debts that income levels of their
peoples are steadily declining. In 1990,
for example, the Philippines government spent 42 percent of its national
budget to pay interest and principal on
debts to First World nations.
Evangelical Visitor

"In our society, desperate individuals
have a way out—bankruptcy," noted
Henry Rempel, an economist from Winnipeg, Man., who helped write the document. "But debtor countries don't have
that." Rempel said the banks in North
America and Europe are acutely aware
of the immensity of the problem and
"are ready to listen to our concerns and
ideas." Canadian banks, for example,
are already required to set aside certain
amounts of money to offset bad debts
by foreign countries.
The document offers 12 options for
action, including direct contacts with
banks and governments to forgive or
reduce debts and to work at making the
economic system more equitable for
Third World countries. Mennonite
churches and agencies will be encouraged to learn about the debt crisis and
look for ways to alleviate it.
New mission statement and priorities
I n another action, the board approved
a new 100-word mission statement for
MCC and five priorities for 1991 to
1994. The priorities call for stepped-up
efforts in the following areas: work in
Islamic countries, education among
North American Mennonites and Brethren in Christ, international conciliation

work, exchange programs with the
Third World, and work among indigenous people in Latin America and Africa.
Other reporting
• S E L F H E L P Crafts, MCC's job creation and marketing program, ended the
year with too much inventory—$3 million worth—because sales increased 11
percent, rather than the 19 percent budgeted. In 1991 SELFHELP Crafts plans
for 10 percent growth in sales and will
cut purchases in half.
The good news, said SELFHELP
Crafts Director Paul Myers, is that "we
are providing jobs for 14,000 producers
overseas and our growth is still higher
than most retailers."
• A plan to assist in the rebuilding of
village health clinics in Iran that were
destroyed by last June's devastating
earthquake. The rebulding will take two
years and cost $200,000. The plan came
as a recommendation after a January
trip to Iran by a four-member MCC
delegation. This is an opportunity to
work in an Islamic context and with an
"enemy country," noted Paul Quiring, a
board member from California who was
part of the delegation.
• A follow-up book to the best-selling
1976 "More-with-Less cookbook." This

Gulf war repercussions affect
many countries, say MCC staff
Many people could die as the war
progresses in the Gulf, but this will be
only part of the war's impact. Repercussions spread from the warlike sound
waves. Their impact is multi-dimensional, extending in both time and space.
War casualties could continue for
many years after the shooting has
stopped. In Laos people continue to die
from unexploded ordnance that they
pick up or accidentally strike with hoes.
These small bombs remain from American bombing during the Vietnam War.
In Vietnam, damage from American
chemicals and bombs continues to hinder
cultivation but long-term effects in the
Middle East may be much worse. The
huge oil slick in the Gulf, which dwarfs
the Valdez spill in Alaska, hints at massive environmental damage that may
extend far into the future. If oil refineries are burned or nuclear weapons used,
even the world climate could be affected.
The ripples of the Persian Gulf war
extend worldwide, reported MCC staff
March 1991

members at the MCC annual meeting in
Archbold, Ohio, January 23 to 26.
Terrible famine is occurring in the
Horn of Africa—up to 10 million people
in Sudan and 5 million people in northern Ethiopia are at risk. The Gulf war
seriously impedes efforts to provide
relief and is diverting attention from this
area. More people may die there as a
result of the war than die as direct casualties of weapons in the Gulf, reported a
staff member of the International Food
Policy Research Institute in Washington, D.C.
The economies of many Third World
countries such as Bangladesh, the Philippines and India have been dealt a
serious blow by the war and the crisis
that preceded it. Hundreds of thousands
of workers had been employed in Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia, sending essential
hard currency back to their families.
Now that they have been forced to
return home, billions of dollars of income
have been cut off.

one, called "Extending the Table," will
promote and educate about international foods and Third World hospitality. It
will again be jointly published by MCC
and Herald Press of Mennonite Publishing House and is scheduled for release in
July.
• A decrease in the number of MCC
workers at home and abroad from 983
to 953. The number had passed the
1,000 mark in 1987. The decline is
mostly in the number of workers in the
Canadian and U.S. service programs.
Current trends include a dramatic increase in applications from non-constituents and a continuing rise in the
average age of MCC workers to 38 now.
• Recognition of three retiring staff
members. John Hostetter, Material Resources coordinator; Paul A. Leatherman, director of S E L F H E L P Crafts;
and Doreen Harms, director of the
International Visitor Exchange Program, received plaques thanking them
for their years of service with MCC.
Hostetter will retire this spring after 38
years with MCC. Leatherman and
Harms will retire after 26 and 43 years of
MCC service, respectively. —Steve
Shenk, Meetinghouse

In addition to such losses, these countries must now attempt to reintegrate
returning workers into economies already suffering from massive unemployment. Because this reintegration is often
impossible, the huge number of unemployed workers and the families which
depended upon them are contributing to
political unrest in these countries, says
Doug Dirks of SELFHELP Crafts.
Meanwhile, fuel prices in these and
other Third World countries have risen
rapidly, pushing up food and commodity prices as well. Tourism, a source of
income for many countries, is falling off.
Rich Sider, MCC Secretary for Latin
America, reports that areas as far away
as Central America are affected.
In many cases growing political unrest
in these countries is being directed
against Westerners. In Thailand, a 15member MCC study tour was forced to
relocate one night because of a bomb
threat near their university guesthouse.
In Bangladesh, the American Club is
reported to have been damaged and
some Christian churches to have been
attacked. Even MCC Bangladesh, not
continued next page
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affected directly by previous unrest, has
received threats.
While public attention is riveted on
the Gulf, some countries have used this
occasion to crack down on political dissent or impose repressive policies. Trials
of dissidents have been stepped up in
China, for example, and the Soviet
army has begun to attack opposition in
the Baltic states.
In Sudan the Muslin government, riding on a groundswell of anti-Western
feeling generated by the war, has doubled
food and fuel prices and imposed Sharia
(Islamic law). According to Eric Olfert,
MCC co-secretary for Africa, "The war
has given this government new life and
the ability to impose policies that were
impossible before." Rick B^rubd, MCC
worker in Thailand, worries that Burma
could use the smokescreen of the war to
further crush the pro-democracy movement and repress ethnic minorities living
on the border of Thailand.
"The Christian church is a tiny minority in Bangladesh and is identified with
the West," says Derek D'Silva, a Ban-

gladeshi MCC worker now studying at
Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries in Elkhart, Ind. "The anger of
Muslims toward the West may be taken
out on them." This points to a serious
problem: "Muslims and Asians do not
separate religion and politics as we do,"
says Ed Martin, MCC secretary for the
Middle East and South Asia. "Muslims
view U.S. troops as a modern crusade.
The identification of Christianity as a
Western religion, and Western countries
as Christian, will intensify Muslim-Christian tensions."
A story told by Olfert illustrates the
impact of the war in a personal way.
Many missionary children are enrolled
in Roslyn Academy in Kenya. To encourage cross-cultural understanding,
teachers in one class had arranged for
students to live for a time with Muslim
families. Now the Muslim families have
asked the exchange to be called off.
"How can we invite American children
into our homes when Americans are
bombing our brothers and sisters in
Iraq?" they asked.

Peacemaking, peace education top
issues at MCC U.S. annual meeting
Making peace, teaching about peace,
and responding to war in the Persian
Gulf were themes discussed by MCC
U.S. board members during their annual
meeting Thursday, Jan. 24, in Archbold, Ohio.
The board agreed to serve as the
employer of record for denominations
requesting this service for Selective Service purposes, if a draft is reinstated due
to the Persian Gulf war. This means that
in the event of a draft, MCC would do
the Selective Service paperwork necessary for those doing alternate service
through a Mennonite or Brethren in
Christ agency.
Titus Peachey, reporting for the Peace
Section, said that "we are getting no
indication from Selective Service that
they are preparing for a draft." If the
government calls for a draft, however,
Peace Section wants to be ready to
respond on short notice.
Peachey also reported on other section activity due to the Persian Gulf crisis, including requests for information
and efforts to educate constitutents
about peace during this time.
"The burden of our witness for peace
must rest on the shoulders of all of us,"
Peachey said, "not just young people
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who might face a draft. The situation
calls us to give public witness to our faith
and to think about our acceptance of
violent systems that protect our comfortable lifestyles."
Harriet Bicksler, Brethren in Christ
member-at-large from Harrisburg, Pa.,
urged the section to educate constituents
not only about war, but about integrating peacemaking into all aspects of life
including family, church and community life.
The board also discussed the pros and
cons of decreasing the size and mandate
of the Peace Section board, currently at
13 members, to a smaller advisory group.
Staff, MCC U.S. executive committee,
and Peace Section members will continue discussion in 1991.
In other action the board approved
the 1991 program plans and budget. In
light of budget constraints, each MCC
U.S. department brought a list of expenditures they will cut or hold until
March, when MCC Financial Services
will be better able to predict income for
the new fiscal eyar.
Several board members were elected
for new terms. They are: Harriet Bicksler,
Brethren in Christ member-at-large from
Harrisburg, Pa.; Donald Shafer, Breth-

This poisoning of Muslim-Christian
relations will be one of the most important and long-lasting results of this war,
agree many MCC staff members. In
Muslim eyes, the allied policy in the
Gulf is identified with Christianity and
seen as anti-Muslim. The hostility goes
both ways, as anti-Muslim attacks which
have occurred in the United States suggest. "Muslims realize it is a short step
from seeing Iraq as the enemy to seeing
Islam as the enemy," warns Olfert.
Muslims now represent some 20 percent of the world's population. Within
the next two decades, the Muslim community in the United States is expected
to become larger than the Jewish community, making Muslims the secondlargest religious group in the United
States. Muslims are a major force in the
world and if relationships between Christian and Muslims continue to deteriorate, the ripples from the Gulf will continue for many years. —Howard Zehr,
MCC Information Services

ren in Christ representative from Upland, Calif.; and Norman Shenk, Lancaster Conference representative from
Salunga, Pa.
Seminars
Wednesday evening more than 200
youth gathered at Zion Mennonite
Church in Archbold to hear music by a
Kidron, Ohio youth group and a talk by
Siegfried Bartel, former MCC board
member from Agassiz, B.C., on "Why I
am a conscientious objector."
"The glorification of war is the greatest lie in the history of mankind," Bartel
said as he told the group about his life as
a commander during World War II in
Hitler's army, his conversion to pacifism, and the guilt he has carried.
Referring to Jesus' command to "love
your enemies," Bartel said, "You cannot
love your enemy and pull the trigger."
Also on Wednesday MCC staff, board
members and community people participated in seminars on various MCC
issues and concerns: peace in Africa;
Mennonite involvement in the Soviet
Union; Latin America concerns; MCC
questions and answers; environmental
issues; focus on disabilities; and stories
of service from MCC Great Lakes
workers. The largest group assembled to
discuss MCC, Islam and the Persian
Gulf.
•
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Messiah
College
News
Fall 1990 Dean's List
Messiah College recently announced
its Dean's List for Fall 1990. The following Brethren in Christ students have
been recognized for this honor. (The list
does not include students from the
Temple campus, whose grades are submitted to the academic office on a later
schedule.)
Robert Bare, junior, health/phy. ed.,
Lebanon, Pa.
Gregg Bowman, junior, bio. education,
Lititz, Pa.
Deborah Brandt, freshman, psychology,
Llewellyn, Pa.
Phil Brubaker, freshman. Christian ed.,
Arcanum, Ohio
Elizabeth DeBoe, sophomore, political
science, Dugspur, Va.
Mark Erb, freshman, accounting, Manheim, Pa.
Cynthia Garis, junior. Christian ed.,
Telford, Pa.
Carolyn Groff, sophomore, accounting,
Gordonville, Pa.
Tammy Hamblin, junior, music education, Massillon, Ohio
Corinne Hess, junior, political science,
Dillsburg, Pa.
Nancy Huber, freshman, English, Annville, Pa.
Todd McMichael, freshman, Bible, Willow Street, Pa.
Vicki Miller, freshman, English, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Michelle Mylin, senior, behavioral
science, Manheim, Pa.
Thanh Nguyen, freshman, business administration, Millersburg, Pa.
Karen Pertusio, sophomore, elementary
ed., Annville, Pa.
Eric Seibert, junior, Bible, East Berlin,
Pa.
Beth Shertzer, sophomore, accounting,
Columbia, Pa.
Merris Stambaugh, senior, biology,
Winchester, Va.
Tonya Starner, junior, family studies,
Millerstown, Pa.
Eric Steffy, sophomore, pre-engineering,
East Petersburg, Pa.
William Stehley, freshman, computer
science, York Springs, Pa.
March 1991

Diane Thomas, senior, business admin.,
Willow Street, Pa.
Mark Wastler, junior, history, Grantham, Pa.
James Cone to speak for Annual
Lecture on Religion and Society
James Cone, Distinguished Professor
of Theology at Union Theological
Seminary in New York, is speaking for
Messiah College's Annual Lecture on
Religion and Society. Cone will lecture
at Messiah's bi-weekly chapel at 9:45
a.m. on Tuesday, March 14, and at 7:30
that evening in the Grantham Brethren
in Christ Church.
America's leading black theologian.
Cone's first book. Black Power and
Black Theology, began a movement of
Christian reflection on faith and life that
has grown to have worldwide significance. Cone's books God of the Oppressed and For My People locate his
thought in both global context and
within the life of the black church in
America. His most recent work, Malcolm and Martin and America (1991),
provides a detailed analysis of the civil
rights movement of the last forty years
and provides helpful suggestions about
the direction America must go in order
to move away from its continuing
racism.
The college's Annual Lecture on
Religion and Society is designed to provide a platform from which leading

scholars, politicians, and religious leaders can address issues of critical and continuing importance regarding the role of
religious values in the public life of
society. The lecture series is intended to
be an open forum and will intentionally
select speakers who represent a wide
spectrum of opinion. The purpose is to
help Christians think critically, constructively, and creatively about their roles in
the societies in which they live. Past lectures have included former President
Jimmy Carter and anti-apartheid activist Allan Boesak.
Students work with homeless
over Christmas break
Soup kitchens and shelters are busy
places during the Christmas holiday
season, and nine Messiah College students decided to help out. The group
participated in a Christmas Break Project in Washington, D.C., from December 15-25, sponsored by Messiah College's World Christian Fellowship
(WCF), an organization that in years
past has sent groups to Mexico over
Christmas. This is the second year students have gone to Washington, D.C.
Students stayed at the Washington
Seminar Center of the Capitol Hill
Presbyterian Church, and were encouraged to raise their own money to cover
expenses. WCF helped those unable to
pay.
•

We Have This Ministry
Pastoral Theory and Practice
in the Brethren in Christ Church
A new book, edited by Dr. E. Morris Sider and authored by 19 Brethren in
Christ persons, will be released at the Study Conference on Ministry, April
25,1991. There is a special pre-publication price of $6.95 (US) for all orders
received on or before April 25.
Since the book deals with issues such as the pastoral call, salaries,
evangelism, and dealing with difficult people/issues, many church boards
will want to send in group orders. For every church ordering more than four
copies at $6.95 (US), the pastor will receive a free copy.
Checks should be made out to Board for Ministry and Doctrine and
mailed (letters to Canada require a 40-cent stamp) to:
Board for Ministry and Doctrine
c/o Harvey R. Sider
1301 Niagara Parkway
Fort Erie, Ontario
Canada L2A 5M4
As much as possible, we will try to distribute your order on April 25.
After April 25, the cost will be $11.95 (US) per copy.
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According to the minutes of the most
recent General Conference (July 1990),
"the Board for Brotherhood Concerns
was charged with the responsibility of
facilitating dialogue on 'the whole area
of militarism and church/state issues.' "
The "statement" (referred to in the January Visitor, page 11) does little more
than lip service to the concept of dialogue. Rather it is a preachment against
a whole catalogue of things it classifies
as the evidences a n d / o r results of "militarism." It even urges "those within the
church who do not accept the church's
historic peace position to study the
impact of militarism on the world." The
inference is that militarism includes all
maintenance and use of any military
force. The statement is an invitation to
debate, not an invitation to dialogue.
There is much in the nation and the
world that could be classified as the

result of a dominance of a militaristic
spirit. But the statement does not distinguish between that and the problems of
an imperfect world which any nation
must face and which many so-called
peace advocates have not realistically
and adequately faced.
The main problem with the "statement" is the flawed application of the
word militarism. Militarism is the tendency to regard the military as the
supreme ideal of the state and subordinating everything else to it. One cannot
call each and every act of military force a
demonstration of militarism any more
than any police action determines a
"police state." According to definition,
no thinking Christian would fail to
denounce militarism.
A second problem is the fact that a
blanket rejection of all acts of force,
especially on the national or state level,

t
iscover your neighbors to

I

the north

£
28

Join Mennonite Central
Committee Canada and
serve with Native people,
families, handicapped
people and victims and
offenders. Locations
range from Vancouver
I s l a n d to t h e c o a s t of
Labrador. To discover
y o u r n e i g h b o r s to t h e
north, request a Canadian
Service Opportunities
L i s t i n g f r o m ...
Mennonite
Central
Committee

leaves a country with no enablement to
deal justly in an often evil human society.
We of the church can declare a trust in
God, but history seems to indicate that
the Lord usually works it out for us by
having some people do the things we
condemn them for doing, and then we
can go on our way rejoicing.
We do not yet live in a world where
we can even with a kind of Christian
logic keep ourselves clear of the presence
of evil. Our "Christian logic" is bound to
plunge us into difficulty. What could we
anti-war Christians say to those headed
for the gas chamber, but who were saved
by General Eisenhower's army? What
can we say to those Kuwaiti families that
were robbed, raped, and their homes
plundered? There are no quick and satisfactory answers here that leave us comfortable within our anti-military arguments. Can we excuse ourselves by
pronouncing undeniable Christian platitudes or by quoting our Bible and arguing for peace?
Eliminate all tools and capability of
force and whatever remains will not be
Christian love, only a vacuum of inability to deal with the realities of life. Making a declaration against all that has
been classified as militarism does not
ipso facto leave us a loving Christian
people.
The questions aren't answered, the
problems aren't solved, nor is our Christian peace message credible before the
world simply by making declarations
with which everyone must agree while
we ignore the real and existing problems. If we as a church confront the
world as it is, giving evidence that we
understand its problems, and then address those problems with viable Christian emphases and propositions, our
Christian message will go forth with a
true credibility. Perhaps we need a new
name for what we seek for the world,
certainly something different from the
word militarism, which identifies only
that which no one wants.
Millard Herr
Upland, Calif.

Mennonite Central
Committee
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phoebe's Journal
A new ethical
dilemma
Haunted by memories of the Vietnam
War and the hostility expressed toward
soldiers returning home from an unpopular war, we now have a monumental effort to erase the slightest hint that
we might not "support our troops." The
flurry of patriotism in the wake of the
beginning of the Persian Gulf War—
symbolized by flags and yellow ribbons
everywhere—seems to be designed to
squelch dissent. This whole phenomenon
poses a new ethical dilemma for me.
Backtracking first of all to the days of
the Vietnam War: while I trace my
present-day opposition to war to the late
1960s and early 70s (deeply influenced
by my Brethren in Christ peace heritage,
of course), I was not an activist in those
days. I never participated in peace
marches or vigils, and I don't remember
feeling the personal hostility toward returning troops that some felt. I do remember a student in one of my classes in
graduate school who was a Vietnam
vet—what I mostly felt for him was
sympathy because he seemed shellshocked and sad. My point for the current situation is that 1 don't think I have
a residue of "troop animosity" to overcome, although there continues to be the
common denominator of opposition to
war and I would confess to some inner
ambiguities in my attitudes toward people who make choices which require
them to do things 1 think are wrong.
My biggest problem with the "support-the-troops" movement is its implicit
collusion with the war effort with which
I want too disassociate myself and which
1 most emphatically do not support. At
the same time, in my opposition to this
war I do not want to appear hostile and
uncaring toward soldiers abroad and
families at home, many of whom never
expected to end up in Saudi Arabia and
at war. How can I oppose the war and
the policy that got us there, and still
communicate my care and concern for
the people involved? In the current climate, is it possible to do both with integrity and without being misinterpreted by
either side?
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In a recent (late January) Associated
Press poll, 82 percent said that they
would support continuing to fight until
Iraq withdraws from Kuwait, regardless
of the number of casualties. That sentiment, I think, is another legacy from
Vietnam (we want to be "successful" in
our stated objectives and not leave in
"defeat"), but for me it calls into question what we mean by "supporting our
troops." Is it really support to overwhelmingly agree that achieving our
objective in the war is more important
than the lives of hundreds of thousands
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of people (or is it just that we're willing
to accept high casualties as a logical consequence of war if we will also be
"successful"?)?
I wonder how the troops in Saudi
Aarabia would react if they received a
care package from a peace and service
committee of a Brethren in Christ congregation, along with letters explaining
our care for them as people and our
disapproval of the war. What would
they think and feel if we openly confessed our conscientious objection to
this war while nonetheless going out of
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• Is it true that 1 in 3 girls will be
sexually abused by the age of 18?
• Is it true that 90% of the offenders
are known to the victim—a parent, relative, friend of the family, babysitter, or
neighbor?
• Is it true that 1 out of 6 girls are the
victims of incest?
• Is it also true that incest is a worldwide taboo?

the unbelieveable—these are the reasons
the Atlantic Conference Board for
Brotherhood Concerns is sponsoring a
seminar on sexual abuse in our families.

Yes, the above statistics are true and
well-documented. And yes, it is true that
incest is a worldwide taboo, but that
very taboo helps to keep this sin/crime
secret. Our very deep revulsion keeps us
from looking at this problem, keeps us
from seeing it happen.
Sexual abuse occurs in families of all
income levels and classes. And it happens
in religious homes—in Brethren in Christ
families. For those not involved, it is
hard to believe. For those involved, it is
hard to confess. We need to come
together in love and understanding to
help each other heal. Understanding the
life-long, soul-deep harm inflicted on
the victims of sexual abuse will help us
reach out in the love of Jesus Christ.
To help us understand, to help us
focus where it is hard to look, to help us
believe the person who shares with us

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Jean Giles,
Stevensville, Ontario. Dr. Giles is a family therapist, a public health nurse with
Shalom Counseling, and a member of
the Riverside Chapel Brethren in Christ
church, Fort Erie, Ontario.
Topics: Family Dynamics of Sexual
Abuse; Victim and Perpetrator Profiles:
Steps to Healing; Caregiver Roles.
Atlantic Conference churches will receive registration forms; others may register by contacting Lois Saylor (chair of
Atlantic Conference BBC) at 554 Mt.
Gretna Rd„ Elizabethtown, PA 17022;
telephone (717) 367-2553. Registration
is $15 and includes lunch. Pray with us
as we take this first step toward healing
and helping.
"Carry each other's burdens, and in
this way you will fulfill the law of Christ"
(Galatians 6:2).
•

"Journeying Together:
Steps Toward Heating and Helping"
April 13, 1991, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Elizabethtown (Pa.)
Brethren in Christ Church

The Way of Peace column is a project of the Board for Brotherhood

Concerns.

our way to pray for them and express
our concern for their welfare? What if
we explained the deep-rootedness of our
own biblical convictions concerning war
and peace, especially to those who have
apparently become new Christians while
in Saudi Arabia?
Could we also communicate our care
for the Iraqi people and their troops
who also have spouses, parents and
children wondering about their welfare
and waiting for them to come home?
Can we redefine "support" to include the
function of dissent as a legitimate voice
of conscience for a nation, calling the
nation to live up to its own highest ideals
of "liberty and justice for all" by seeking
genuine and long-lasting reconciliation
and justice for all parties involved in this
conflict? Might "support" not also mean

Readers may correspond with
both Phoebe and Onesimus by
writing to them c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.

redoubling our efforts to seek nonviolent means of resisting evil as personified
these days by Saddam Hussein so that
wars to eliminate such threats are not
necessary?
These questions are borne out of my
frustration with a system which right
now seems bent on seeing affirmation of
our troops as synonymous with agreeing
that war is the right thing. I'd like to

separate the two so that I can be faithful
both to Christ's call to love and care for
all people in need (the armed forces are
among them) and to Christ's call to nonresistance, reconciliation, and love for
enemies.
Phoebe
P.S. In response to the letter to the editor in the February Visitor regarding the
December "Phoebe's Journal" (The letter asked for the church's official position on ordained women ministers): The
Board for Ministry and Doctrine is
licensing and ordaining women for ministry in the Brethren in Christ Church,
and women are being assigned to pastoral positions. If there is an official
position of the church, that's it.

QTteSmS
Paul, the Christian Apostle
A prisoner of Caesar
Rome
Dear Paul,
Greetings from me and the other
Christian believers who live in this area.
I don't say "saints," the term you often
use to describe followers of Christ. Most
of us feel more than a little uncomfortable with that word, doctrinally right
though it may be. It sounds a bit presumptuous to claim for oneself a nicer
title than one deserves.
I'm also avoiding your familiar "Grace
and peace to you from God our father
and the Lord Jesus Christ." Christians
in these parts are more fond of saying,
"May the Lord bless you real good."
May he indeed, my dear Paul. I find it
very hard to imagine what you must be
experiencing as a prisoner. That kind of
confinement and hardship is foreign to
me. I understand your circumstances
this time are much more severe than
your previous Roman detention, when
you were allowed to live in a rented
house, though under the constant tug of
guard and chain.
Nevertheless, whether then or now,
your situation must remain miserable. I
have several friends who are or have
been prisoners. They tell me that under
the best of conditions the loss of freedom and privacy, belittling circumstances, and unrelenting boredom gnaw
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away at one's mind. And these men
deserved their fate.
How much of an additional burden
you must bear, knowing you reside
where you do unjustly. Surely you have
at times entertained questions, even
grave misgivings, about God's providence when he who called you to apostleship leaves you rusting in Roman
custody.
I detect little of those sentiments in
your epistles, however. Instead, both the
words and tone of your letters speak of
rejoicing, triumph, confidence, peace of
mind. You refer to your adversities as
opportunities for the gospel to advance,
and you write about the future as though
God held it in absolute control.
Which leaves me wondering: why
then has God seemingly relinquished
you to your enemies? And why do others I know who have given their allegiance fully to Christ also suffer terrible
injustices. I admit it, Paul—sometimes
when I read your letters as they're circulated around, I'm tempted to dismiss
them as the rantings of a deluded crank.
I can't, however, because I know you
and your situation too well. You are
imprisoned, these are your writings, and
you are not crazy. Your words of hope
and joy spring not from a confused
mind but from deep within a resilient
and unshakable spirit. They carry the
unmistakable label of authenticity. I
who wilt like a desert flower at midday

when I face the most inconsequential
problems find this mind-boggling.
Therefore I've come to cherish as a
priceless jewel that phrase in your writings, "I have learned . . ."Howdid you
say it to the Philippians? "I have learned
the secret to being content in any and
every situation, whether well fed or
hungry, whether living in plenty or
want. I can do everything through him
who gives me strength."
That gives me two reasons for hope.
One, that you can still say that after all
you have been through. Two, that you
admit that such insight and contentment
didn't happen overnight, but were
learned over the period of a lifetime in
the school of trial and obedience.
Perhaps now I'm beginning to understand. Your ministry hasn't been
thwarted by your difficulties. By God's
power your experience in chains really is
furthering the gospel. Paul the prisoner
is now enriching my walk of faith in
ways beyond what Paul the preacher
ever did.
Whatever my future may hold, I can
do . . . face . . . cope with . . .
outlast . . . conquer all things—
through Christ who gives me his strength
also.
I am learning, Paul. I am learning.
Your friend and fellow soldier,
Onesimus
Evangelical Visitor

'diPoria!
The following "Open Letter to Messiah College Students"
was circulated early in February by the faculty of the Biblical
and Religious Studies Department. It speaks with equal force

to the readership of the Visitor, whose range of views on the
Persian Gulf crisis may well be similar to that of the college
student body.

February 6, 1991
Dear Messiah College students:
Because of our deep concern about the ongoing war in the
Middle East, we the faculty of the Biblical and Religious
Studies Department want to communicate to you our understanding of how Christians ought to respond to these events.
We do not seek to dictate to you what you ought to do, but we
write to remind you of the historic heritage of the college and to
address certain claims being made about this war.
Messiah College was founded by the Brethren in Christ
denomination and to this day the college maintains a covenant
relation with that church. The Brethren in Christ is one of
America's "peace churches." This means that this church historically has taken the stance that Christians should never
participate in war. This position is based on the life of Jesus as a
model for our own life. As Jesus consistently refused to use
violence in his life, so we too should refuse to participate in all
forms of violence against others. We affirm this understanding
of the New Testament, and we encourage all students who are
pacifistic by Christian conviction to hold firm to their values.
While we affirm the validity of a pacifistic reading of the
New Testament, we recognize that many Christians throughout history have had a different opinion about Christian participation in war. This view is typically called the "just war
theory" or "just war theology." This concept is especially
important in the present conflict because President George
Bush has himself begun to call the present war in the Persian
Gulf a "just war." He has especially done so when he has
addressed Christian groups. It is our shared judgement, however, that this claim is not valid. The present war does not meet
the requirements it must in order to be labelled a just war. It is
our conviction therefore that no Christian, either of a pacifistic
or just war orientation, ought to participate in it.
There are many ways of articulating just war theory/theology, but usually the following five items appear in one form or
another: (1) a real injury to one party must be evident; (2) the
war must be declared by a legitimate authority; (3) the war
must be initiated with the "right intention"; (4) the use of
violence must be the only option left; and, (5) the war must
have a clearly defined and attainable goal.
The first two of these conditions do seem to have been met
by the allied coalition before the present hostilities commenced. Whether or not the third criterion has been met seems
ambiguous. Certainly, one of our reasons for beginning this
war was a desire to remove an aggressor army from an invaded
country—an example of "right intention." Otherfactors which
do not fit under the category of "right intention"(e.g., the price
and availability of oil) seem to be equally evident, however.
Regarding the fourth condition, the deadline of January 15
was in many ways arbitrary. Sanctions against Iraq could have
been given longer to work.
The final condition is perhaps the most problematic. The
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idea of a clear and attainable goal is paramount for just war
theory, because without the enunciation of such a clear and
attainable goal, no one knows quite what limits should be put
on the scope of an offensive or when the fighting can be
stopped. The original goal of the present war was declared to
be the liberation of Kuwait. But more and more we now hear
that the war is being fought for what President Bush called in
his State of the Union Address "a big idea: a new world order."
This is neither a clear nor an attainable goal. It is Utopian and
seems to echo the mistaken rhetoric of World War I as a "war
to end all wars—a war to make the world safe for democracy."
We fear that our nation may once again have fallen prey to this
kind of thinking.
If it is wrong for Christians to participate in this war, is there
anything positive that can be done? This is a difficult question.
We know that many of you have relatives and friends fighting
in the Persian Gulf, as do some of us. Our desire is not to
condemn those soldiers, but to help you in your own moral
reflection on this war. Only a few suggestions will be made, and
there is much room here for a diversity of opinions and actions.
On the following points, however, it is hoped that we can all
agree.
First, we must all pray for a speedy end to this war and for
the safety of all involved. Second, we must pray for the families
of those involved in this war, be they from the U.S.A., or Iraq,
or Kuwait, or any other nation. Many of these families have
already suffered the loss of loved ones and all are under terrible
stress. Third, we must not let ourselves either be sucked into
being cheerleaders for this war, or into blanket and misguided
condemnations of those who have the misfortune of being
involved in this war as soldiers. Finally, while we may not
participate directly in this war, we must also live our lives in
such a way that it makes wars of this nature less likely to
happen in the future. This may mean anything from keeping
better check on our government to living a more simple (less
energy dependent) lifestyle.
These are trying times. We pray that God's Spirit will guide
us all in his will and that the peace so lacking in the world today
will be evident in the love and concern we have for each other
and the world.
In the name of Jesus and for the sake of peace,
[Unanimously] Department of Biblical and Religious Studies
David L. Parkyn
Julius Murikwa
Douglas Jacobsen
Robert B. Ives
George P. Kimber
Wilma Ann Bailey
Frederick Schmidt, Jr.
John R. Yeatts
Jay McDermond
Terry Brensinger
Randall Basinger
Linda Givens
David L. Zercher
Alden M. Long
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A lunch
conversation
by John B. Hawbaker

My friend Douglas works at the Pentagon and is excited about Operation
Desert Storm. Not long ago Douglas
and I had lunch with our mutual friend
Chris. For some reason I was uncharacteristically quiet and just listened to my
friends as they talked.
Douglas began: "These are great days
for the United States! Did you see the
pictures of the sky lit up over Baghdad
on the first night of the bombing? I am
so proud of the way we are going after
Saddam Hussein with such a strong
show of force."
"I knew you would be."
"Say, . . . do I detect a note of
sarcasm?"
"Not sarcasm, sadness."
"Sadness?"
"Yes. You see, I was hoping that the
nations of the world might learn to settle
disputes some other way than with war
and destruction."
"Chris, you are a hopeless optimist.
Come on, wake up to the real world. A
madman like Hussein will not be stopped
by kind words and peaceful thoughts."
"Spoken like a true son of the Pentagon. Look, Douglas, I know I'm out
of step with the majority."
"Ill say. You are not even wearing a
yellow ribbon."
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"Sorry, just an oversight. No offense
intended."
"And at the basketball game the other
night after they played the 'Star Spangled
Banner,' I noticed you weren't clapping
and cheering with the crowd."
"Well, I don't see much to cheer about
when our nation and our allies are
dropping hundreds of bombs every day
on another nation and, try as we might
to single out military targets, some of the
bombs are going to hit schools and
homes and hospitals."
"Those things happen in war."
"But I can't get used to it. 1 long for a
better world."
"What a dreamer!"
"I keep thinking about how war destroys people, and it troubles me. It destroys our people and Iraqi people. I
think of the Iraqi women who will never
see their husbands again, and the Iraqi
children who will never see their fathers
again, and the Iraqi soldiers who will be
crippled the rest of their lives."
"Look, Chris, you take things too
personally. When it comes to war, you
can't do that. You've got to stop thinking of them as people!"
"Think about what you've said, Douglas. That's one of the awful things about
war. Like I said earlier, I know I'm out
of step with the majority. I know we live
in a world where one nation will go to
war against another—but I have a different Master."
"I suppose you're saying that your
views against war have something to do
with the fact that you are a Christian."
"Right. It has everything to do with
my being a Christian. I want to follow
Jesus Christ, to go where he would go
and do what he would do. Would Jesus
fly a B-52 bomber on a mission over
Iraq? Would he lead a regiment of
ground troops into combat?"
Douglas was quiet for awhile, and
then answered reluctantly, "Well, no, I
can't quite picture Jesus doing that."

"Neither can I. So where he won't go,
I won't go."
"I hear on the news that many
churches are having special meetings to
pray for peace and for our forces in the
Gulf. I guess you must be pleased about
that."
"Yes and no. Yes, because prayer is
important, and when more people are
praying, there is the possibility they will
be open to see God's purposes more
clearly. But on the other hand, so far as I
can tell, what many people are praying
amounts to saying, 'Help us to kill them
before they kill us.' And I can't believe
that is a worthy prayer to offer to God."
"You sure do have strong beliefs on
this subject."
"I just read the Bible and try to take
seriously what it says. Jesus told Peter,
'Put away your sword, for all who draw
the sword will die by the sword.' I take
that as Jesus'word to all of his followers
today."
"Chris, your ideas are radical, and
you don't fit in very well with the American way of life."
"All I'm trying to do is to follow Jesus
Christ."

John B. Hawbaker,
bishop of the Susquehanna Regional Conference, is reflecting
some of his thoughts
on the Persian Gulf war
in this
hypothetical
conversation.
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